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of labour, compelling them to treat their
men more liberally than under present
conditions, yet at the same time it will
secure a freer and easier working of the
industries to which it will apply, and a,
better and closer relation between master
and servant. I do appeal to bon. mem-
bers to ask themselves this question,
that these being evils to be remedied,
admittedly, how can we remedy them?
The Government offer the House a
method by which they can be remedied.
It is not an original method:- it is a
method copied from the legislation of a
man in the old country who takes a
keener interest than any other in the
questions of compulsory insurance for
workmen and of old-ago pensions. This
legislation has stood the test of time in
the old country; it has been criticised
freely, and its working has been closely
watched; it has been adopted in some of
the sister States; and we say that this
Bill is the only practical method by which,
under our present conditions, we can in
an indirect manner secure what we all
absolutely desire-assistance to men who
are injured uinder the conditions against
which the employer can insure, by a,
method which casts the burden on the
industry itself -half on the employer and
half on the worker. I have great pleasure
in moving the second reading of the Bill.

On motion by Mr. W. F. SAYER, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-10

until the next day.
o'clock,
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PRA-YERS.

AKER took the Chair at 4-80

QUESTION-POLICE CLOTHING
CONTRACT.

MR. DAGLISH1 asked the Premier:
Under what circumnstances the contract
for police clotling was given to Messrs.
Melvor & Morden, after Mr. Freecorn's
contract was cancelled. When does their
present contract expire?

THE PREMIER replied: Mr. Freecora
failed in his coilitract, and it became
imperative to have the work done without
delay. The present contract expires on
Slst December, 1901L

QUESTION-CHIEF JUSTiCE, RESIG-
NATION, FARTICULA.RS.

HoN. F. H1. PIE SSE asked the~rernier:
t, Whether Sir Alexander Onslow has
tendered his resignation as Chief Justice.
z, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to approve of the resignation
on pension. 3, If so, whether the Govern-
ment has received evidence by medical
certificate of the present state of health
of Sir Alexander Onslow, and that he is
incapable, by permanenct infirmity of mind
or body, of performning the duties of his
office, as required by the Judges' Pen sions
Act.

THE PREMIER replied: i, Yes. z,
The resignation has been accepted, and
the pension approved. 3, The Govern-
ment bold the required certificate.

QUESTION -GENERAL MANAGER OF
RAILWAYS, LETTER, B3Y WHOSE
AUTHJORITY.

Mli. RASON asked the Minister for
Works: Whether the letter of the Engi-
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neer-in-Chief to the Under Secretary for
Public Works, dated 29th August, and
containing statements in regard to tranis-
actions which wvill be the subject of inquiry
in the matter of the suspension of the
General Manager of Railways, was pub-
lished in the Press with the. knowledge
and consent of the Minister. if not, by
whose authority it was so published, and
for wvhat reasonF

THs MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: Yes. The questions treated were
first raised by the lion. mueniber for
Wellington.

RETURN-POLICE CLOTHING CON-
TRACT, ITEM1S OF COST.

On motion by MR. DAGLISH, ordered
that a return be laid on the table, show-
iug the rates paid for the various items
of police clothing to the present con-
tractors, Messrs. Mclvor and Morden.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Paumisa: Papers relating to

Perth Coinmonage.
Ordered to lie on the table.

PUBLIC NOTARIES BILL.
Introduced by HON. W. H. JAMtEs, and

read a first time.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUS-
TRALIA. BILL.

RULING ON PROCEDUILE.

Notice of the following motion having
been previously given, for leave (t) "'To
introduce a Bill to enable certain arrange-
ments entered into by and on behalf of
the Presbyterian Churches of Victoria,
New South Wales, Queensland, South
Australia, Tasmania, and Western Aus-
tralia for constituting one Presbi'yterian
Church of Australia to be carried into
effect"; (2) "That the Bill be treated as
a Public Bill, and for such purpose the
Standing Orders relating to Private Bills
be suspended."

HoN. W. H. JAMES (Minister) said,
May I move the secondl portion of the
motion first?~

THE SPEAKER: 1 would rather it be
not moved at all, because I think it is an
irregular motion to bring forward. I am
going, to make some observations, when
the hn. member moves the motion for
leave to introduce the Bill.

HON. W. H. JAMES moved:
For leave to introduce a Bill to enable cer-

tain arrangements entered into by and on
behalf of the Presbyterian Churches of Vic-
toria, New South Wales, Queensland, South
Australia, Tasmania, and Western Australia
for consttuting one Presbyterian Church of
Australia to be carried into effect.
The motion as moved now is similar to a
motion moved in the Legislative Assem-
bly of Victoria; and it is not for the
purpose of evading any of the Standing
Orders, because there is nothing in the
Bill which interferes with anyone else.
The measure contains the terms agreed
to by all the members of the Presbyterian
Church throughout Australia, and is
somewhat of a public nature.

THE SPEAKER: Before putting the
i question, I should like to make an obser-

vation with regard to leave being given to
introduce this Bill. I interjected last
night, when I heard the title of the Bill
read, that it appeared to me the measure
ought to be introduced as a private Bill;
and the lion. member then said that in
Victoria a motion had. been made that
the measure should be treated as a public
Bill. I am not prepared to admit that
we are called upon to take the proceed-
ings of any other Colonial Legislature
for our guidance in this House. Our
Standing Orders provide that in all cases
not provided for, we are to be guided by
the practice of the House of Commons;
and if the Hansard report of Victoria is
correct, a motion was made by Mr. Isaacs
when introducing a similar measure in the
Victorian Legislatfive Assembly, that it
be treated as a public Bill. But that was
not in accordance with parliamentary
practice. The Speaker of the Victorian
Assembly stated that the Bill was a pri-
vate one, and Mr. Isaacs said he intended
to get over that objection by moving that
the measure be treated as a public Bill.

My opnionis that that was a most irre-
gular way of proceeding. I must rule
that the bill could not be proceeded with
as a public Bill if it were a private Bill;

ibut I have looked up May's iParliamnen-
tary Practice dealing with private Bills
and Bills relating to the constitution of
reigou bodies, and I find these latter

Bills are allowed to be proceeded with as
publicBills. Therefore I rule now, look-
ing at this procedure, that the measure

Ican be proceeded with as a public Hill.
Question put and passed.
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Bill read a first time.
HOW. W. H. JAMES: Shall I move the

second portion of the motionP
THE SPEAKER: I would rather the hon.

member did not, because I think it very
irregular.

How. W. H. JAMES: Then I will not
move it.

THE SPEAKER: I have ruled that the
Bill can be proceeded with as a public
Bill.

NOTICE OF MOTION (IRREGULAR) -
DRAINAGE IN SOUTH-WEST.

The following notice of motion having
been previously given:

Mn. TEESDALE SMITH to move:
That there be laid upon the table of the

House a return, showing-', The number of
survey patties which have been employed in
makting surveys of the proposed drains in the
South-West; 2, The names of the surveyors in
charge of the parties; 3, The cost of each
party:

MR. F. C. MONGER said: When I
gave notice *of this motion yesterda 'Y, I
intended it should stand in my name
instead of that of Mr. Smith. May I
wove the motion now?

THE SPEAKER: The motion stands
in the name of Mr. Smith, and must
drop for the present. Fresh notice can
be given by Mr. Smith or by any other
member.

MR. MONG ER: May I give notice of
motion for to-morrow?

THE SPEAKER: Not now: the time
has passed for notices to be given. The
hon. member can give notice to-morrow
for the next sitting of the House.

PAPERS-SWAN RIVER SHIPPING
COMPANY AND RAILWAYS.

HON. F. H. PIESSE (Williams)
moved:

That there be laid upon the table of the
House all papers and correspondence in con-
nection with the qluestion of freights between
the Swan River Shipping Company and the
Railway Department.

It Would be noticed there were Motions8
standing in his name on the Notice
Paper numbered 5 to 15, to the effect
that various papers be laid on the table,
which papers the Government would
perhaps have no objection to furnish. I~t
was not desirable to debate any of the
motions, as the matters therein referred

to would ultimately be dealt with; there-
fore, if the Government had no objection,
he would move the motions an bloc.

THE PREMIER: They might have been
put in one notice.

HoN. F. H. PlEaE: True.
THt SPEAKER: As that had not been

dlone, the hon. member had better move
the notices in rotation.

TIE PREMIER: This was a ques-
tion of procedure mnore than of debate.
Assuming these papers were on the table,
could they be taken out of the ChamberP

THE SPEAKER: No.
THE PREMIER: The papers were in

use. Some of them were being referred
to by the department.

MR. MOORHaEAD: And some were being
copied for the purpose of legal pro-
ceedings.

THE SPEAKER : They would be returned
to the departmnent after lying on the
table.

THE PREMIER: How long must they
lie thereP

THE SPEAKER: Such a question it hlad
never yet been necessary to decide; but
papers were always returned.

THE PREMIER: Would the hon.
member (Mr. Piesse) be satisfied with
the assurance that, if lie desired inspec-
tion of these documents, he could have
them at auy time? It was not desirable
the papers should be locked up, for in the
course of a day or two some of them
would be required by a commission.

Ho,;. F. H. PIESSE: Many of them
could in a short time be copied, and
copies laid on the table; while in the case
of those too voluminous to copy, the
originals could be produced. His wishes
would be met were the papers laid on the
table for only one day.

THE PREMIER: The Government
did not wish to keep back the papers
from hon. members, nor, on' the other
hand, to be hampered by being unable to
use them. The House should understand
that when the papers were on the table,
the Government could remove them at
pleasure.

THE SPEAKER: They could not be
removed without leave from the Speaker.

THE PREMIER: So long as the House
understood that with the leave of the
Speaker the Government could remove
the papers, that would be satisfactory.
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The papers would always be available for
members, but could not be locked up.

Question put and passed.

PAPERtS--RA1LWAY CONTRACT,
MU ,LEW A-CUE.

On motion by How. F. H. PIEssE,
ordered that there he laid on the table
all papers and correspondence in connec-
tion with the Mullena-Cue railway con-
tract, and the settlement of the claims of
Messrs. Baxter and Prince.

PAPERS-42-MILE DAM.
On motion by Hon;. F. H. PISSE,

ordered that th~ere be laid on the table all
correspondence in connection with the
leasing of the 42-Mile dam, together with
copy of lease.

PAPERS - RAILWAY AND PUBLIC
WORKS ROLLING STOCK.

On motion by HON. F. H. PiEssE,
ordered that there be laid on the table all1
papers in connection with the ordering of
rolling-stock from 1st January, 1896, to
date; such papers to embrace both Public
Works and Railways.

PAPERS-RAILWAY FREIGHTS FOR
LOCAL TIMBER.

On motion by HoN. F. H. Pmae,
ordered that there be laid on the table
all papers dating from January, 1896, in
connection with the redueed rates upon
local timber.

PAPERS-COL LIE COAL, CARRIAGE AND
RATE,

On motion by' HoN. F. Hf. Pimsss,
ordered thast there be laid on the tatble
all papers in connection with the carriage
of Collie coal, and the fixing of the rate
for same.

PAPERS-RALLWAY SIDING, F. & C.
PIESSE.

On motion by Hos. F. TI. PassE,
ordered that there be laid oin the table all
papers in connection with the application
made by the Railway Department to F.
& C. Piesse for rent of siding.

PAPERS-RAILWAY SHEDS,
KATANNING.

On motion by HoN. F. H. PnrsSe,
ordered that there be laid on the table all

papers in connection with the leasing of
the old locomotive and carriage sheds at
Katanning to F. & 0. Piesse.

PAPERS-RAILWAYS AND W.A.
FIREWOOD COMPANY.

On motion by HON. R. Hf. PIEasE,
ordered that there be laid on the table all
papers in connection with the sale of rails
to the W.A. Firewood Company and the
supply of water by the said company.

PAYERS-RAILWAYS AND CHARGES.
On motion by How;. F. H. Piss.x,

ordered (as desirable) that the Govern-
ment do lay on the table of the House
copies of all Passenger and Goods Freight
Books of all the Eastern States, and also
of the colonies of New Zealand, Cape
Colony, and Natal.

MOTION -.SHIPPING PORTS AND INLAND
TRADE, GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION
AND RIGHT.

Mn. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas)
moved:

That, in the opinion of this House, the time
has arrived when the Government should
recognise the right of every port to the trade
to which its geographical position entitles it.
He said: I will not detain the House at
any great length on this motion, but I
would say it practically means that the
House should thoroughly affirm the
principle of decentralisation. as opposed
to the principle of centralisation which
has obtained too long in Western Aus-
tralia. Last night, in the debate on the
Midland Railway Workshops, the House
practicallyv recognised the former prin-
ciple, whlich makes my task to-day
somewhat easier. South Africa, I main-
tain, was built up by decentralisation.
Every port in South Africa has had its
proper railway service; and the goldfields
of Johainesberg have their communica-
tion with every adjacent port, the result
being that there was a healthy competi-
tion in trade, that all material required
at the mines was obtained at a minimu&
cost, and that the whole country was
accordingly prosperous. In Queensland
we have railways from Brisbane iniland to
Oharleville, from Rockhampton to Long-
reach, from Townsville to Marathon,
and from Cooktown to Maytown. We
have four distinct lines in Queensland
from separate ports. In Victoria, prac-

Port Raiiways Inland.
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tically every port has its railway corn-
munication, and is thus in a position to
compete with tbe other ports, and to take
its fair share of the trade which it is
enabled to do) by these facilities. in1
England, the principle of decentralisation
has long been recognised in respect of
ports, and some little time ago it has
been farther recognised in the system
of county council government. In this
State, there is no question whatever
that in the past the effort has always
been to force as much as possible
the trade and commerce of the country
through Fremantle for the benefit
of Fremnantle and Perth, and at the
expense of the rest of the State. We
have seen this also in regard to other
ports on our South, West, and North
coasts. We have seen Albany deprived
of a good deal of its legitimate traffic, and
we see to-day the port of Geraldton suf-
fering under, severe disabilities from the
same cause. I think that the member for
Geraldton (Mr. Hutchinson) may have
something to say to the House on this
mnatter for himself. I am sure that every
member having a port in his constituency
will most heartily sulpport a motion of
this sort, which aims at killing once and
for ever the attempts which unfortunately
have been made in the past to try and
centralise everything in Perth and Fre-
mantle. The results of the principle of
decentralisation, when it is carried into
complete effect, can only be to benefit
everyone in the State. There would be
a large economy in expenditure, and
increased prosperity to everybody, owing
to the decreased cost of production and to
the decreased cost of supplies . In this
connection I ask, is it reasonable that any
part of the State should be forced to go
farther for its supplies than its geograph-
ical position necessitates? If goods can
be brought into any large centre by a
railway of, we will say, 200 miles in
lengh iit resonable to suppose that
thatcnr wil go1 on0 for ever bringing
its goods over a railway from 380 to 400
miles longF As a resu lt of decentralisa-
tion we would have increased population.
I do not think there can be any doubt on
that head, and I may point out that with
an increase in the total population of the
country, the population of our capital
and its port would naturally increase
also. The main argument, or rather

the main point, which has always been
raised against the establishment of a
principle of this sort, is that the result
might he to injure the trade and decrease
the population of Perth and Fremantle.
I have taken the trouble to go through
the population statistics of the various
States to ascertain the ratio between the
population of the whole State and the
population of its capital. I find, accord-
ig to the census of 1891, that the per-

centage of the total population in the
various capitals works out fur the whole
Australian group of States at 28-7; whilst
for the year 1900 it works out at 29-1;
practically the same thing. The popula-
tions of the States have steadily grown,
and a certain fixed ratio of the population
has drifted to the capital in every case.
In Western Australia, according to the
census of April 5th, 1891, the total
population was 49,782, whilst, the popu-
lation of Perth and Fremantle at that
time was 14,064. I group Perth and
Fremantle together, becau~e I take it that
before long the two will form practically
one town. The percentage of population
in Perth and Fremantle to the population
of the whole State worked out at 28 in
1891. The census of March 31st, 1901,
shows the population of the whole State
to be 182,553, and the population of
Perth and Fremnantle 56,5-58, or a per-
centage of a little over 30. Taken in
conjunction with the figures I have
quoted relative to the Eastern States,
this shows that as the population of the
country increases, a certain fixed per.
centage will as a natural matter of course
drift to the capital; and it, disposes abso-
lutely of the old thread-worn argument
that if other parts of Western Australia
are opened tip, injury will result to the
vested interests of Perth and Frenmantle
and generally to the population of those
two towns by diminution of their trade
and commerce. Up to a certain point
perhaps the principle of centralisation is
a good one, and may well be carried into
effect in a new State. One wants to
centralise until a proper form of Gov-
ernment has been established. Af ter
that, in my opinion, the sooner the other
policy is adopted and carried into practice
the better it will be for the whole State.
The same thing applies on a mine. In
its young stages, perhaps centralisation
is desirable. I consider mine develop-
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meat the best example we can get of the
advantages of centralisation and decen-
tralisaition, both up to a certain point.
In mine development it certainly' is neces-
saury uI) to a certain stage to centraliee
works and machinery, but it would be
absolutely fatal to the best interests of
the inue to continue the polity of cen-
tralisation beyond that stage. I say
there is a certain point in the develop-
ment of any big mine beyond which it
would become absolutely fatal to pursue
a centralisation. policy. At that point we
have to open up our various shafts and
set up our equipment on various portions
of the mine, in order to get the biggest
possible profit out of all the sections of
the property* under our control. The
same thing applies absolutely to the
State of Western Australia. We have a
railway from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie,
and thence north to Menzies. That
railway is now being continued to Mor-
gams, from Morgans to Lawlers, and
beyond into the district. The country
behind it would, if proper railway facili-
ties were granted, be much better served
from the port of Geraldton. The inter-
ests of our inilind centres demand that
we should have railway communication
from all our ports, so that there may be
healthy competition between the various
ports and between the merchants estab-
lished in the ports, thus ensuring supplies
of goods at the cheapest possible rate.
It would he unfair to force the country
behind Geraldltou to continue to bring its
goods through Fremntle. Indeed as
regards any part of the State, if it be
shown that goods can be brought to it
more cheaply fr-om a port other than its
present one, anud if that part of the country
has sufficient population to warrant the
construction of a railway. I say unhesita-
tingly we ought to give the district railway
communication to enable it to get its
stores and supplies as cheaply as pos-
sible. Such a, course can only react
beneficially on the whole State. If
people will loot at the matter fromt a
national standpoint, instead of from aparochial or a pocket standpoint, then
everyone must be forced to the conclusion
that the sooner this State adopts the
principle indicated, and the sooner every
port of the State is opened, the better it
will be for those ports and the districts
behind theta, and for the State as a

whole. I have brought the subject up
mainly in order that hon. members mayr
express their opinions on it. I think I
have said enough to justify my firmt con-
victio n that a policy of decentralisation
should be adopted in this country as
speedily as possible. In Conclusion, I
comnmend this motion to the attention of
hon. members, feeling sure they will
support vie.

MR. R. D. HUTCHINSON (Ger-
aldton) : I beg to second the motion;
and ais I understand that at the general
election the mover pledged himself to the
continuation of the Lawlers line, I amn
indeed glad to find that already be is
finding out the error of his ways. It is
refreshing to have a member from the
other end of the State, so far as the
Geraldton people are concerned, advo-
eating the claims of their port in the
manner in which the member for Dundas
has advocated them; and I would like to
add a few words in support of what he
has brought forward so far as Geraldton
is concerned. We find that if the rail-
way is continued to Lawlers, as our

I friend has just stated-and I believe it
will be so continued before long-the rail-
age of goods from Fremantle to Lawlers
will be about 660 miles, whereas direct
from Geraldton to ILawlers it would be 366.
Out of that distance of 366 miles the line
is already constructed to Mount Magnet,
considerably over 200 miles. The con-
tinuation from Mount Magnet to Lawlers
would be almost in a direct line. Rail-
way cojnmunication from Geratdton to
ILawlers would therefore have an advant-
age of something like 290 miles over
communication from Fremantle. This

Iquestion does not concern only the resi-
Idents at the various ports of Western
Australia: it concerns all the miners,
mine owners, and business men on the
goldfields, who have a right to obtain
their supplies without being compelled to
incur any wasteful expenditure. So far
as I can learn, if goods were taken from
Geraldton instead of through Fremantle
to Lawlers, the saving on flour, providing
equal rates prevailed, would amount to
about one pound per ton. That would be
the difference in favour of Gerald1ton.
The difference on tinned meat would be
about 80s. per ton; whilst the difference
on whisky-and they use whisky up that
way-would be something like three
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pounds per ton. So that even from the
miner's point of view there is a great
deal to be said in favour of defentralisa-
tion. This matter has been brought up
and fought out in this House over and
over again, but it ap~pears that we are not
much nearer a satisfactory solution of the
difficulty now than we have ever been
before. However, I am with the member
for Dundas (Mr. Thomas) in lceepingtlie
matter before Parliament and the Public,
in the hope that eventually we may induce
Parliament to recognise the rights of out-
lying ports. So far as Geraldton is con-
cerned, it does tnt at present get anything
like fair treatment, even for the railway
it has. We saw there a few days ago
the "1Saladin," a ship drawing only
ordinary depth of water, hung up over 60
hours just for the sake of a. couple of
feet of extra water. If a couple of feet
extra had been dredged alongside the
jetty, the mishap would not have occurred.
We have also seen the "KYarrakatta,"
before it was wrecked, stuck up at Gerald-
ton; and we continually see other vessels
delayed there for the want of proper accom-
mnodation at the jet ties. I believe there
is due to the Geraldton Harbour Works an
amount of something like £40,000. not
yet expended out of the votes. Yet, when
application was made to the Minister for
Works the other day for f unds for the
(dredging which is so badly required, we
were told that a sum of £12,000 would
be needed, and that the Colonial Treasurer
could not spare such a large amount of
money. I may point out that the con-
struction of the line to Lawlers will tend
to take away from Geraldton the whole
of the trade of its back country; not only
the Lawkers trade, but the Mt. Sir Samuel
trade and the Lake Way trade; it will
eventually take away all the business
worth having. To shiow what difficulties
we labour under at the present time, I
will inform hon. members that Geraldton
is losing the Lawlers trade bit by bit for
the want of railway communication. Up
to within a few months ago Geraldton
merchants were able to compete with
the Fremantle traders, although the
former had to cart all the way from
Mt. Magnet. I hope members will
agree to this motion, and that they
will not let the matter stop there, but
will put the motion into practice as
soon as possible,

MR. J. EWING (South-West Mining
District) : I rise to oppose the motion,
and I think I am perfectly justified, for
in my opinion it is not a right and
proper motion to bring before the House.
Doubtless, there is something underlying
the motion, hut it would have been better
for the bon. member, representing as he
does the port of Esperance, to have
followed the example I set, and have
moved a direct motion asking the House
to express an opinion whether the build-
ing of the line to Esperance is justified.
I am perfectly satisfied to take the
opinion of the House concerning the
interest of the country, and that being so
I have put upon the Notice Paper a direct
motion with reference to the railway in
which I am interested. I am asking the
House to consider the matter fairly and
squarely, and I will be, satisfied with their
opinion; lbut as a memnber of the House I
would not feel justified in placing upon the
Notice Paper a motion of this character,
which in my opinion is nothing more nor
less than an endeavour to draw a red-
herring across the trail ; and if the
motion be passed, some will say, " You
supported decentralisation, therefore you
must support the Esperance railway."

A MEMIBER : Why not?
MR. EWING: I am not saying I

would not support the Esperance railway,
but I say a motion brought forward in a
straightforward manner will be better
received than this, by my' self and the
House. It may be thought I am some-
what narrow-minded in opposing this
motion, because we all, more or less,
believe in decentralisation; but the hon.
member, in a roundabout way, touched
upon the building of the Esperance rail-
way, and why did he not give us facts and
figures in relation to the building of that
railwayP

MR. A. E. THromAs: I never mentioned
the word " Esperance.'

MRt. EWING: That is what I object
to. I say it would be far better in the
interests of the country to have every-
thing done in this House in a straight-
forward manner, and to let us know what
you are driving at. What I am driving
at and will drive at on the 25th of this
month is to get the House to carry out
a work which I think necessary. If the
hon. member thinks the building of the
Esperance railway will be for the best
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interests of the~ State, let him come and
fight that question out on the floor of the
House. He tells us we must consider
the geographical position of every port,
but I say we have to consider other
things as well as that. One particular
point he touched upon was the port of
Fremantle and vested interests. I think
vested interests are entitled to considera-
tion. In my opinion the farming interest
is entitled to consideration, and if the
building of this line wvould open the port
of Esperance, and you could not open it
without building a line, though as a
matter of fact the port of Esperance is
open now-

A MEMBER: Put it up to let.
MR. EWING: That is all right; put

it up to let. When the country thinks
it necessary' the country will build the
line, but if the building of that line will
jeopardise large and important interests,
it is for us to consider, and consider at
once, whether the opening of that Hune is
not going to do more harm than good.
I am not here to argue the point.

A MEMBER: On what ground ?
MR. EWING: If the hon. member

had argued the point I would have been
prepared to answer his arguments. When
I bring forward a motion I will be.
prepared with facts and figures. There-
fore, at the risk of being considered
narrow-minded, I think it my duty to
enter my protest and to divide the House
on the question, for the simple reason
that I object most decidedly to the
motion being brought forward in such a
manner. If the member for Dundas
(Mr. A. E. Thomas) will on a future
occasion move a direct motion dealing
with the question of the railway, I will
be prepared to answer tile arguments he
made use of in the discussion on the
Address-in-reply.

MR. J. GARDINER (Albany): I have
pleasure in supporting the motion. It
is possible to carry the policy of central-
isation to the breaking point; therefore
especially in this country ought we to
give to every port its geographi c trade
as far as possible, and assist it to benefit
by carrying on that geographical trade.
We must not lose sight of the fact that
we have practically one-third of the
continent, and every natural mouth
should he open to enable us to feed the
various portions of it, instead of pursuing

the policy which has hitherto been
pursued of trying to feed through one
mouth. A, policy above parochialism is
recognised in the motion which the
member for 1)uudas has introduced. We
have to see how much we can assist in
the development of this country, and
every pound saved in carriage means an
additional sum to be employed in
developing the resources* of Western
Australia. Whether it is a wise thing
to open a railway from Esperance to
Kalgoorlie is a question we shall possibly
have to debate later on. That railway is
one of the railways to which I am
pledged. I have heard it said the railway
will mean a, loss of revenue that we now
have from here to Kalgoorlie. They did
not make a great study of the loss of
revenue with regard to tile Great Southern
line when they took away the steamships
from Albany. They purchased the line
for £1,100,000, and about I8 months
afterwards took away the greatest portion
of revenue, the passenger traffic.

HON. F. H. PinssE: Three years after-
wards.

MR. J. GARDINER: I am sure the.
leader of the. Opposition, the member for
the Willams (l. F. H. Piesse), will
support rae in what -1 say a little
later on. So far as that is concerned,
I do not care whether it was one, two,
or three years ago, seeing the same
Government were in power pursuing a
policy. It was an extremely unwise
thing for them to purchase that line at a
cost of R1,100,000 and then to prac-
tically take away its great means of
earning revenue. I believe that the Great
Southern Railway is causing us a loss of
£20,000 a year. I do not know who are
to blame for this wonderful piece of
statesmanship, but the bald fact remains
that they did not consider the revenue to
be lost on one line when they arranged
that the mail steamers should call at
Fremantle. I do not want to bring a
question of parochialism into this subject,
but I think the member for the S.W.
Mining District did draw a red-herring
across thle patb. With that foresight
which characterises the member for the
S.W. Mining District (Mr. J. Ewing),
more particularly when it is a question
of the Collie coal, ho might have seen
that if we advocate a policy of decentralisa-
tion, it is quite possible that before
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many years have passed over our heads
we shall be developing the Irwin coal
measures.

Mu. EWING: I hope you will.
Mu. GARDINER: I hope so too.

This great traffic which is to justify the
railway from the Collie to the goldields
will to a certain extent be split in two,
and we shall probably consider whether
it would not be better to connect the
Irwin coal measures with liues around
them, and to connect them with the new
railway from Menzies to Leonora, than it
would to send the coal direct. The policy
of centralisation is a fine one for those
coming within the circle of its preference,
but I think it is statesmanlike to look a
little farther ahead. In a book that
probably most members have read," When
the Sleeper Wakes," by H. G. Wells, the
author shows as one gets farther on that
there will be a tendency to have big cities,
and open plains without any population
at all. Even in this prophecy there is
something to warn us, and we in this
country ought to take advantage of that
fact. We should try to have decentralisa-
tion, and not have one big populous centre
to which all desire to rush: we should
have many individual centres where a
man can always feel he has the possibili-
ties of life before him. I hope it will not
be felt I am speaking with any desire to
advertise the port of Albany as against
that of Frenmantle. I think that since His
Royal Highness the Duke of Cornwall
and York thought fit to turn back from
the great port of Fremantle to come into
that one created at Albany by the Divine
Being, Albany people have felt they have
to a certain extent some consideration
shown to them for the loss of the mail
steamers, and I am glad to say that to-day
we have that port probably in as flourish-
ing a condition as ever it was in its life.
That is due to the fact that arrangements
are now being made to enable the port to
grapple with the trade that no induce-
ment could take away from it. During
the whole time that the money was
being lavished on the Fremantle Harbour
Works, there was in the mid-chiannel of
the port of Albany a bank that was
practically stopping the large vessels that
would never go to Fremantle from getting
into Albany. I would like to say that
even the last Government with all its
desire for ceutrlisation at Fremantle. saw

that this was ai crying shame, and after a
good deal of trouble and bard fighting
we had a dredge sent down there to give
us the little bite they thought ought to
be ours. We are perfectly willing to
compete for that trade which is genuinely
ours, and so far as Albany is concerned
we do not want any under-current of
touting in order that the trade may be
diverted fromn its legitimate port; butl say
unhiesitatingly that it is a statesmanlike
action to try and see that every port gets
its geographical trade. That is a policy
which will tend to the benefit of the
community as a whole. It may make
some slight monetary difference and
entail some slight hardship on those who
have hitherto beet) disciples of centralisa-
tion and have been reaping the benefits of
it, but it is as plain as the noses on our
faces that eventually good will be accom-
plished. Take any example in the history
of the development of nations you can
find, and you will see that ports especially
in every possible case have been given the
fullest advantage of that trade which
geographically belongs to them and will

geographically come to them. I have
inded much pleasure in supporting this
motion. I do not know what actuated
the member for Dundas (Mr. A. E.
Thomas). There is no necessity for him
to bring in a catch motion so far as I am
concerned, because I am pledged before
my electors to support the railway from
Esperance to the fields-I do not say the
route-for the simple reason that I believe
it will cheapen very materially for the
consumers on the goldfields the necessaries
of life, which will help forward the
development of those fields.

HoN. F. H. Piassz: A good old cry,
that !

Mn. GARDIN4ER: I have no doubt it
is a good old cry.

HoN. F. H. PuEsan: How much dloes it
mean ?

Mu. J. MW. Hopxirfs: £22 a ton.
A MEmBER: One hundred and sixty

miles.
MR. GARDINERi: I can quite under-

s tand the interjection of the member for
the Williams. 1 believe he wants a
"zone" system made.

MR. Hlopxiis: His-own system!
MR. GARDINER: His-own system!

I have beard he had a "zone" system,
consequently he must be an authority on
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the cost of carriage to these particular
places. It stands to reason if you have
to take your stuff 160 miles, as against
400 miles, unless there is a zone system,
that mnust materially cheapen the cost to
the consumer. I have much pleasure in
supporting the motion.

MR. J. M. HOPKINS (Boulder) : I
have much pleasure in supporting the
motion which has been moved by the
member for Dundas, and I support it for
the reason that has been given by the
member for the South-West Mining
District as the ground on which he
opposes it. The principle lie refers
to I believe to be a good one, one
that will be the means of establishing
a system of equitable dealing between
all sections of the community. The
difference of freight in sending goods
between Fremantle and the goldfields,
and Esperance and the goldfields, is as
£3 to £25: there is a difference of £2 per
ton.

RON. F. H. PiussE: Wrong again.
MR. HOPKINS: Perhaps the member

for the Williams will reckon it up and
give us the benefit of his calculation.
There is a difference of 160 miles, I
understand, and perhaps the member for
the Williams will reckon it out, and show
us that there is some adlvantage for the
existing conditions; for we have been
accustomed to hear these calculations in
the past. It was said some time ago that
the member for the South-West Mining
District (Mr. Ewing) ought more properly
to be termed the "nlmemlber for the Collie
Railway"; but it seems that the hon.
member is now watching over and guar-
ing the interests of Perth and Fremantle..
as against the interests of the goldfields.
The hon. member should not forget that
constituencies have their own members,
and that the interests of Perth and
Fremantle will be very carefully looked
after in this House. What about the
great interests of Esperance and Norse-
man ? Are they to be starved to
death for want of a railway ? What
about the people who have been induced
to settle in Esperance, and to spend
their money there in the hope of
getting railway communication, for that
evidently was the intention, or why
should a large amount of money have
been spent at Esperance to induce people
to settle in the district eventually to be

told that no railway would be built?
The people have no hope of getting a
return for the money they have expended.
It strikes me that the members from the

Esengoldfields have been very quiet
ontequestion ofthe Esperauce rail-

way. We have the member forCoolgardie
bringing a proposal forward for a railway
to Murrini Mui-rin, and then we see a
proposed railway to Norseman and another
railway from Collie. All these are being
considered, yet the people on the gold.
fields are, being taxed to the extent
of carrying goods over 160 miles of
railway-perhaps the member for the
Williams (Ron. F. H. Piesse) will
contradict that-just for the purpose of
keeping going the vested interests of Perth
and Fremantle. The vested interests of
any part are worthy of some considera-
tion; but, as the member for AlbanyI(Mr. Gardiner) said, this can be taken to

ithe breaking-point. The question before
the House is one that will commend itself

Ito the favour of every righit-thinking
member in it. I have much pleasure in
supporting the motion.

MR. A. Y. HASSEL2 L (Plantagenet):
I have pleasure in supporting the motion,
and I am sorry I cannot dilate upon it.
But I shall vote for the motion. I
regret that the member for the South-
West Miining District (Mr. Ewing) is
opposing this motion. I had made up
my mind to support the proposal to
construct the Collie railway, and I was

Ihoping that the hon. member would sup-
port the motion now before the House.

Mu. J. RESIDE (Hannans): I have
i pleasure in supporting the motion. I

consider the principle involved in the
motion a proper one, that trade should
flow in its natural channels. I cannot
understand the attitude of the memiber
for the South-West Mining District
(Mr. Ewing). Surely be cannot say
that the port of Bunbury is not entitled
to the trade which its geographical posi-
tion entitles itto. Ilam sure he will not
say that goods should be brought to
Fremantle and then taken to Collie anid
Bun bury - I really think that the oppo-
sition of the member for the South-West
Mining District is indeed a parochial one.
As far as I am concerned, I cannot see
how he logically opposes this motion.
The only supposition I have in my mind
is that hie sees in the motion something
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about the Esperance railway, and I have
a notion that he is opposed or very much
against the construction of that line. As
far as that line is concerned, the people
of the goldfields are entitled to some
consideration. They are entitled to corn-
in unication with their natural port, which
is Esperance. In the past the people of
the goldfields have had to bring their
goods 600 miles by sea and 160 miles
extra railage, which is not right. It is
an imposition which has remained too
long. I think every portion of the State
is entitled to railway communication with
its natural port. As the membher for
Boulder (Mr. Hopkins) said, a good deal
of the opposition is owing to the vested
interests of Perth and Fremantle. I
consider that if every port had its own
trade, the condition of the State would be
more prosperous. I do not think that
members who represent the various ports
of the State will say that they do not
believe in the principle. The members
who represent those parts around Perth
and Bunrbury and the North-Western
parts of the State cannot conscientiously
vote against this principle. If it is
recognised by Parliament and carried
into practice, it will mean a general
benefit to the whole of the State. I shall
support the motion.

Mu. F. WILSON (Perth): It might
be assumed that, being a merchant and
representing the city of Perth, I should
have no sympathy with the motion on
that ground ; but I support the motion,
and would point out to the House
that Perth does not exist on the trade
within its own boundaries. It looks
farther afield; and if Perth is to prosper,
this must of necessity be due to the pros-
perity of the State as a whole. As I
have often pointed out in the House, we
cannot expect permanent advancement or
permanent good in any country if we
permit one part of the State to benefit
through the disadvantage of another por-
tion. That is practically' the principle
the hion. member wishes to lay down in
the motion. It is not that he wishes the
Government to bring in legislation in this
direction-it would be impossible to do
so; but what he wishes to have affirmed
by the House is that the Government
shall not interfere with the natural course
of trade and commerce; that is to say, if
a port has an advantage from its

geographical position, it should beallowved
to extend and build up a trade to the
naivantage of the people of the district.
To that extent I have always supported
the claims of Esperance. Many times
when we have had the niatter udei-
discussion in this House I have pointed.
out that Esperance has claims, and that
the Government have encouraged those
claims inasmuch as they have spent
money for improving the means of
shipping at Esperance. If it is necessary'
for the extension of Esperance to have
railway communication with the bac.k
country, we ought not to place any
obstacle in the way of the construction of
that railway. The only thing that
troubles me niow is that there are many
ports situated similarly to Esperance, and
I fail to see how the Government can
carry out all the railways which lion.
members have mentioned to-night. We
are told to-night that the Government
have no money for anything. They can
hardly raise money to complete the Cool.
gardie Water Scheme. How are they
to raise money to build these many
railways? The broad question of privat e
enterprise comes up at once. Are we
going to close down these ports, as indeed
we have closed dlown EsperanrceP Are
we going to drive people away f romr those
places where they have settled and
invested their all? Or are we to inducie
capital to come into the country and pro-
vide the facilities which the Government
admit they cannot provide? That is the
question that has to he seriously con-
sidered by the House. If we are going
to concentrate and centralise all works of
this description in the Government, then
we are going to set back the country ten
or twenty years. That must appear to
other members, as it appears to men who
are acquainted with financial undertakings
to be the case, because it would take ten
or fifteen years before the Government,
could vnde~take all the different projects
brought before the House. With regard
to the action of the Forrest Administr a-
tion-and I may term it that without
any offence-in the past in rather favour-
ing centraisation, I do not think they'
were actuated so much with the idea of
concentrating everything in Perth or
Fremantle as they were in keeping up the
revenue of their railways. They had
staked a great deal in the railways, and
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they looked to the revenue of the railways
not only to pay the interest and sinking
fund for the money expended on the rail-
ways, but for revenue that would go at
long way to paty the expenses of the
administration of theo State. That was
the main reason why Sir John Forrest
and his colleagues opposed outside places
being connected with the nearest sea-
board, such as Esperance. as he thought
the railway revenue would suffer to some
extent and the general revenue of the
State would also suffer. I hope the time
is not far distant when those petty
jealousies which exist between the differ-
ent portions of the State will disappear.
Certain[ly , Bunbury must advance with the
trade that is due to that port; and Etissel-
ton which is a little farther away must be
permitted to develop its own resources,
because Busseltun has resources, and it
must have the advantage of them so far as
the export trade is concerned. And Gerald-
ton has already established its claims to a,
portion of the trade of the northern part
of the State. Port Hedland, likewise,
has beeu opened up; and I hope that the
jealousies and feelings of bitterness that
have existed between Perth and Fremantle
and in Perth itself will disappear in the
near future. I think they are fast dis-
appearing, and I do not think we will
have any opposition to the advancement
and extension of the port itself to the
intercolonial steamers being brought to
the capital city. We want the inter-
colonial shipping brought to the capital
city if possible; and at the same time we
want Some oversea, shipping brought to
the capital city. We do not want it all
centralised at Frenmantle or at Albany.
We want the shipping to come wherever
the trade is, and that is the only way to
advance the State equally, and, to make
its people prosperous. I think we may
well support the motion; it is broad in
its wording; and although it may have
somewhat of the " cloven hoof " about it

ithe shape of an Esperance-Norseman
railway, yet at the same time we must
sink that idea, and say whether in our
opinion it is necessary and right that we
should pass a motion which establishes
and aiffirms a principle which I think, the
majority of the House must of necessity
support.

MR. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco): I rise
to oppose the motion.

Mu. HOPKINs: There are no ports at
Subiaco.

MR. DAGT4TSH: There are no ports at
Subiaco; but my reason for opposition is
that I do not see what advantage can
accrue from the passing of a purely
abstract motion, a motion which would
really commit the House to nothing at
all, but which might he alleged later on
to have committed it to a number of
things to which members voting for the
motion would never intend to commit
themselves. Most of the members who
have spoken in support of it have done
so because they are anxious to see the
Esperance-to-Ooolgardie line constructed;
and they recognise in the motion, if
carried, an intimation that it is the will of
the House that this railway be constructed.

SEVERAL XMBERS: No, no.
MR. EWING: Hear, hear.
MR. DAGLISHT: Then I do not

understand why the member for Albany
(Mr. Gardiner) in supporting the motion
used, as a justification, the fact that be is
pledged to the Esperance railway.

Ma. GARDINER: That was only one
reason.

MR. DAG-LISH: I can understand
why the member for Boulder (Mr. Hop.
kins) does so, on account of the 160 miles
that the construction of the Esperance
railway would save in freight to the
Eastern goldfields. Similarly the member
for Plantagenet (Mr. H assell) brought
forward the statement that he also was
pledged to the Esperauce railway.

MR. A. Y. HASSELL: No; I said T
was pledged to the Oollie railway.

Ma. DAGLISH: The member for
Hannans (Mr. Reside) likewise justified
his support of the motion solely on the
ground of the Esperance railway beig
involved; and the member for Dundas
(Mr. Thomas), in moving the proposition,
used as an argument the distance between
Esperance and Kalgoorlie as compared
with that between Perth and Kalgoorlie.

MR. GARDINER: Esperance is the most
shocking example; consequently it is
used.

MR. DAGLjISH: I am determined
not to vote for an abstract motion, which
hon. memnbers may afterwards use as an
argument to try to force me to vote for
some tangible motion of which I am not
in favour. I ami prepared to express an
opinion, later on, either for or against the
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Esperance railway, when there is a definite
issue before the House; but the time
for so doing has not yet arrived. It will
be time enough to discuss it when the
hon. mnembher puts a tangible motion on
the Notice Paper.

MR. THomAs: I never mentioned a
word about that railway,

MR. DAGT.JSH: I was nder the
impression that the hon. member quoted
figures in regard to the relative distance
between the golftficlds and Perth; and I
am quite sure the hon. member under-
stands his own motion as applying to
Esperaee, even if that be not apparent
from its wording. But the membher for
Geraldtou (.Ur. Hutchinson), on the
other hand, sees in this motion an indica-
tion that if it be carried the House will
favour the construction of the Lawlers
railway b y way of Geraldton.

MR. Hopvaws: Why not?
Mu. DAGLISH: And there, I say

again, is an instance of the unwisdom of
voting for we know not what. If we
were merely adopting the general principle
of decentralisation, I should be quite pre-
pared to vote for that principle; but I
see the "1cloven hoof," and therefore I
am not prepared to support the mover.
Much has been said about the vested
interests of Perth and ]Fremnantle jus-
tifying opposition to this uiotio,. It
seems to ine there are agricultural
interests very' largely involved on both
sides of this question, which interests are
deserving of consideration. For instance,
we have in the Eastern districts a large,
important, flourishing, and increasing
agricultural industry, doing much to
provide for the goldields market; and
that must be taken into consideration
when dismissing the question of the
Esperance railway. The member for
Perth (Mr. Wilson) tells us the mnotion
simply means that tihe Government will
not divert trade from its natural channel ;
and probably almost every member would
be in favour of the motion if he were
satisfied that was all it meant. Cer-
tainly I should he prepared to vote for it;-
but I find the member for Perth sees
something farther it it: he sees recog-
nition of the principle of private enter-
prise, else why is private enterprise
dragged into the discussion ? I am not
prepared to vote for the motion, and
thereby commit myself in the opinion of

the member for Perth to the construction
of railways by private enterprise. (A
MEMBER: What rot!) I am told this
is all nonsense; -,ut if it be so, then it
means that private enterprise is simply
a "King Charles's. bead " with the
member for Perth. Else why did he
drag it into the discussion? But I am
somewhat surprised, on this subject of
private enterprise, that the member for
Perth is in favour of private enterprise
only when large profits are likely to result
from it; for when I assisted him a little
while ago to get the principle of private
enterprise recognised, I found he was
absolutely opposed to it when it meant
that private enterpnise should be availed
of to pay for the introduction of labour
for private purposes. He was then
entirely opposed to private enterprise;
but here in the construction of railways,
when substantial profits may result to
private enterprise, private enterprise finds
in the hon. member a strong advocate.
I think I have given ample justification,

Iespecily in my references to the vague-
ness of this motion, for the vote I shall.
cast against it if it go to a division.

Mx. A. Y. HASSELL: I wish to say
a, word in explanation. The member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) says I stated I
was pledged to vote for the £sperance
line. I said I was pledged to vote for
the Collie line, not the Esperance. But
I may say if it come to a question, I will
vote for the Esperauce line also.

Mit. $. IL. NANSON (Murchison):
IWe are entitled to thank the memtber for
Suhiaco for the vigour with which be
has revivified the dying embers of this
debate. But I fail to understand how
anything so 'innocuous as an abstract
proposition should excite his wrath to

Ithe extent it has done, and to the extent
to which it has excited the wrath of one
other member (Mr. Ewing). I take it

Ithat although the House may and must
approve of such a motion, every abstract
principle must in the last resort be
governed by the concrete actualities
of the case wve are considering; and
therefore when it becomes a qucs-
tion of deciding whether the Esperance
railway, or anyv other similar work,
should or should not be constructed,
although to a certain extent we shall be
governed b3y the abstract principle to
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which the mover of this motion has given
utterance, yet the House will also have to
take into consideration all the contingent
aid relative circumstances. But I con-
tend it will convey a very false and
undesirable impression if the House do
anything so foolish as to negative a
motion which advocates a policy of fair-
play, a policy of economy, a policy of
efficiency, and a policy of progress. It
is not our duty at the present time
to go beyond those great and broad con-
siderations with which this motion is
concerned. Later on, we shall come to
details. I know that in the portion of
the State in which I am more particularly
interested, we see a. very striking object
lesson in the dangers and disadvantages
of centralisation. No one who is at al
familiar not only with Geraldton but with
the entire Victoria district, can fail to be
struck by the way in which that portion
of the State hai languished because of
the policy of centralisation which, from
whatever cause it bas arisen, has been
followed for the last ten years; and it
would be impossible for any member
representing an outlying constituency,
knowing these facts and knowing the
damage that imay be done in the future,
to refuse to give his most hearty assent
to such a motion. But at the same time,
in so doing we look at the matter as
practical mien, and recognise that we
must not be regarded as tying ourselves
down to support railways from any place
to any special p)oint along the coast.
When it comes to advocating a railwa 'y
from one point to another, there are
various circumstances in regard to
population, vested interests, the psi
bilities of traffic, all to be 'talken
into account; and these will come up
when that particular line is under
discussion. But at the present time I
altogether fail to see how any hon.
member could have the hardihood to go
into the division lohby to oppose a motion
which advocates a policy that in the
abstract has always been regarded as
desirable, however difficult it may be in
some individual instances to carry it into
practical effect.

Mn. C. HARPER (Beverley): There
were one or two matters mentioned in the
debate which appear to me worth referring
to. Regarding the extra distance over
which goods are carried, the difference

between the distaince fronm Fremantle to
the goldfields and that from Esperance
to the goldfields, I have once before had
occasion to remark that everyone seems to
assume that all the goods required by
the Eastern goldfietds go from. Fremantle.
But a very large proportion of the food of
man and beast goes from a, point a con-
siderable distance inland; and this tends
at thbe same time to increase the value of
the State's land. That saving in carriage
must be borne in mind when considering
the matter of the distance. Several
members -representing the gold fields have
mentioned the proposed line from
Es perance ; and this is really wh at under-
lies this motion. It is no use saying
anything else about it. If there had been
a, railway from Esperance to Coolgardie,
I db not think the hon. member would
have moved.

Mr. THOMAS: I should still have been
an advocate of decentralisation.

MR. HARPER: I do not think he
would have taken a particular interest in
the State at large.

MR. THaomAs: That is what we are all
sent here to do.

MR. HARPER: The point I want to
make is that while many have said the
Esperance railway ought to have been
built long ago, yet I think we are most of
us agreed that this State has for the
present arrived at somewhere near the end
of its tether in building railways.

MR. MONGER: Certainly not.
Mx. HARPER: I say " for the

present." At any rate, the Government
do not appear to be able to come down
with more railways ; and we may take
that fact as a hint. If this railway had
been built some years ago, and if
the same amount had keen spent as
we are at present pledged to spend on
railways in course of construction,
then on the principle of this motion the
railway from Fremantle to Coolgardie
would have been built, and a railway
from Esperance to Coolgardie would also
have been built, because the distance
between Coolgardie and Esperance is
about the same as the distance between
Coolgardie and Leonora. So that we
should have been committed to a policy
of having two railways from the coast
inland, competing with one another to
carry goods a certain distance to a gold-
field, and at the same time the other
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inland districts now being served would
have been without railways. Therefore
I think that when one comes to look at it
from a business point of view, one must
surely see that we ought to get our trunk
line as far as possible inland, so as to
give those who are farthest away a
measure of assistance which will enable
them to develop the country as they
otherwise could not do. I think we
realise that we must continue to consider
the inland country more than that which
is nearer the coast. That is the principle
which actuated the previous Government,
and I think it is one which we shall have
to continue. Those who are inland have
to pay a considerable amount for cartage
in addition to the heavy' railway freight;
so that their claim to a railway, if their
districts warrant one, should surely stand
before the claim of those who are com-
paratively better served. If we look at
it from a business point of view, we shall
realise that however much we may appre-
ciate the wording of the motion, we must
after all be governed by business prin-
ciples; and I amn quite certain that when
it comes to voting on a railway question,
business will be the first consideration.

MR. R. HASTIE (Kanowna) : I believe
this motion will be passed, feeling quite
certain that few gentlemen will be inclined
to vote against it. I think, however, that
the mover of the motion and one or two
others who have spoken have been some-
what unfair. They have tried to convey
the impression that Western Australia is
peculiar in her policy of centralisation.
So far as my observation of the whole of
Australia goes, the same policy, has been
applied in every State. [SEVERAL MEM~-
BERtS: Hear, hear.] If you look at
Melbourne or S 'ydney or Adelaide, you
find that whatever other ports there may
be in Victoria or New South Wales or
South Australia, those other ports are
always compelled to play second-fiddle
for the benefit or convenience of the
people in the central port. An hon.
member says there are no ports in the
East. I have hitherto understood that
there were some very fair ports on the
other side; but this I can say on behalf
of Western Australia, that she has more
good ports than any other Australian
State. Such ports as Esperance, Albany,
Bunbury, Fremantle, Geraldton, Fort
lied land, and Derby- -

Mr. F. CONNOR: Also Wyndham.
MR. HASTIE:; Judging from the

interjections of hon. members, I feel
quite sure that the list could be added to.
The principles of centralisation and
decentralisation have already been dis-
cussed. 1 only wish to say that expe-
rience shows that where decentralisation
is greatest, the prosperity of the country
is greatest. In Australia, on the one
hand, we have practically every State
concentrating its trade in one port. On
the other hand, in New Zealand it is
quite the opposite. There you find four
or five large ports, and in consequence
four or five very strong centres; and the
development of those centres is greatly
aided by mutual rivalry. If the same
policy could be adopted in Western
Australia, the same result, I believe.
would ensue. Objection has been taken
by one or two members to the motion as
proposed. Those hon. members have
expressed a great fear that in voting for
this motion they will be committing
themselves. Candidly, I cannot see the
point of what they have suggested. I
feel quite certain that if the member
who represents Dundas (Mr. Thomas)
wishes to get the authority of the
House for the Esperance railway, he
has pluck enough to come forward
and ask for it in the House. Moreover,
I feel quite certain that if this motion be
passed he will ask for the Esperance
railway at a very early date-probably
within the period of ten days indicated
by the member for Subiaco (Mr. flag-
lish). I cannot understand why the
member for the South- West Mining Dis-
trict (Mr. Ewing) should object to the
Esperance line. Collie is not a port:
Collie has nothing whatever to do with
this particular motion. I am disposed to
think it would be in the interests of the
hon. member and in the interests of his
constituency, if he would vote for the
motion, and then demand of the House
that we should authorise the construction
of a short line from Collie to the sea;
say from Collie to Bunhury, or perhaps
to' Busselton, as an hon. member has

Ialready suggested. The construction of
such a line would, I have no doubt, tend
greatly to help the development of the
coalfields industry. The member for the
South- West Mining District, however,
seems to have come into the House with
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the object of bringing forward on any
and every occasion the necessity for the
Collie railway. It is really with] him
Collie first, and the rest of the State
nowhere.

AIR. Ewnqo: Nonsense!
MR. H1ASTIE: I cannot tale strong

exception to the hon. member's action,
because I believe that he pledged himself
before his electors to do everything in his
p)ower to prevent the construction of the
Esperance railway, and in playing his
part in this House he is only carrying
out that promise. I will, however, ask
hon. members to cast their eyes beyond
the limits of Collie and beyond those of
Esperance, and to remember that there
are other parts of the State. Geraldton
has been mentioned, and it has been
stated that oppostion was to be feared
from the Eastern goldfields members to
an extension of the railway from Mount
Magnet to Lawlers. I do not believe
that one of the Eastern goldfields mem-
bers has ever for a moment thought of
doing such a thing. If the extension of
that line be warranted and if it will
increase the trade of Geraldton, I feel
certain thle great bulk of the Eastern
goldfields members will vote for it. The
same thing might be said of other parts
of Western Australia, especially further
north. We have come to this position,
that it is absolutely necessary for us to
encourage the development of every port
by giving it the best possible shipping
facilities. The member for Geraldton
(Mr. Hutchinson) stated that the channel
of that port was not sufficiently deepened.
That is a matter which the bulk of the
House would, I am sure, like to see
remedied at the earliest possible date, in
order that not only Geraldtou itself
should be benefited, but also that the
railway from Geraldton may lie made
more profitable. I regret that in a dis-
cussion of this kind there is not a single
Fremantle member present, though I
have no doubt that to-morrow we shall
hear of the many witty and clever things
they would have said had they been here.
In conclusion, I desire to say I feel sure
that Fremantle will lose nothing and the
country will gai a great deal, if the
principle stated in this motion be
adopted.

How. F. H. PIESSE (Williams): If
hon. members will look at this motion,

*they will see that it asks the Government
to recognise the principle of giving to
every port the trade to which its geo-
graphical position entitles it. I do not
think the Government will have any
objection to recognising the principle;
but how far the Government are likely to
go afterwards in recognition of the prin-

*ciple is quite another matter. I do not
think the leader of the Government will
have any objection to agreeing to this
motion. Indeed, no right-thinking man
in the House will have any objection to
doing so. We have to consider, however,

*what effect shall be given to the prin-
ciple when recognised. It is admitted
that Esperance has certain rights ; the
Government recognise those rights; and
so T do not see what good the motion can
achieve. The member for Dundas (Mr.
Thomas) no doubt brought it forward
with a view of eliciting discussion on the
construction of railways, though railways
are not mentioned in the motion, which
does not indicate whether it is to be
taken as referring to the providing of
jetties or other facilities. There is no
doubt, however, that the policy ofl rail-
way construction is aimed at by this
miCon. I think in this instance we
must take it that the motion is intended
to bring about a discussion on the rights
of the port of Esperance. [SEvERAM
MEMBERs: No, no.] The motion is no
doubt very cleverly put forward with a
view to hoodwinking members, who it is
desired shall say to themselves, " Here is
an opportunity to discuss a general
principle." As I have said, it is hard
to know whether the motion refers to
railways or to jetties or--

MR. THOMAS: It refers to centralisa-
tion.

HON. F. H. PIESSE: Why did not
the lion. nmemnber make his motion more
explicit and definite? It is an abstract
motion.

MR. TnOxAS: It is specific.
HON. F. HI. PIESSE: The principle

of the motion is admitted ; but the
motion itself is certainly an abstract one,
and of a very wide char~acter. It was not
my intention to speak on it at all, but allu-
sions have been made to the question of
freight;- and there is a tendency on the
part of members in many instances to
exaggerate figures and facts, and in
others to understate them. My practice
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has always been-and I will endeavour to
adhere to it-to be accurate; and I do
ask that hon. members, when making
statements, should be accurate also: other-
wise how are we to determine questions
in dispute? It seems to me that in every-
thing which comes up, the statements,
of members putting their views before the
House are coloured so as to make their
position appear stronger. I might almuost
say that the statements depart. from
truthfulness-that they amount to mnis-
statements. In this discussion we find
the member for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins)
stating, that the distance over which
goods have to be carried to the fields
from the port of Fremiantle is 160 muiles
more than it would be from Esperance.
The measurements have been made, and
I can inform the House that the differ-
ence would be 142 miles, The memnber
for Boulder farther stated that the aver-
age difference in cost would be £2 per
ton. If the hon. mnember will turin up
the railway rate-book be will find that his
estimate is altogether erroneous, even in
regard to the averages ; it is 100 per cent.
more than the actual amount he would
have to pay; so that his statements are
most misleading. It may 'be of interest
to know in detail what the actual figures
are, because the quiestion has often been
discussed, and there certainly appears to
be an impression among the goldlfields
people that the difference is very much
greater than it actually is. I will there-
fore just for a, moment ask the attention
of hon. members to these figures. Taking
the distance from. Fremantle to Cool-
gardie as 367 miles, and that from
Esperauce to Coolgarclie at 228 miles, we
find that accordingT to the rate-hook the
respective railages would be as follow:
Class M, 18s. 3d. as against 12s. 4d., or
a difference of 5s. Ild, in favour of
Esperanee; Class A, 27s. 7d. as against
18s, 8d., or a. difference of 8s. Lid. ;
Class B, 34s. 9d. as against 22s. lid., or
a difference of I s. l0d. ; Class 1, 79,s.
8d. as against 5.5s. ld., or a difference
of 23s. 9d. ; Class 2, 102s. as against
70s. 5d., or a difference of 31s. 7d. ;
Class C, 147s. 7d. as against 102s.

9dor a difference of 44s. 10d. The
last class, the highest, comes out at
44s. l10d.; hut the bulk of the goods carried
are in Classes AT, A, B and 1. The bulb
of the goads carried are in those four

classes, and the highest difference is
23s. 9d., whilst the averagea difference is
only 21s. So that thie member for Boulder
has overstated the case.

AIR. HOPKILNS: No, no; you are wrong.
Hoii. F. H. PIESSE: I ami right in

saying misstatements are made from time
to time. I do entreat hon. members to be
accurate. Accuracy is what we all want.
For goodness sake, do not let us have
misstatements. The member for Albany
(Mr. Gardiner) again made certain asser-
tions which are not borne out by the
facts.

MRn. HopKiNs: Your basis of calcula-
tion is quite wrong.

HON. F. H. PIESSE: The member for
Albany went wrong on a comparatively
small point. He said the Government
took the mail steamers away from Albany
eighteen months after the purchase of the
Great Southern Railway. There he has
understated the period by one hundred
per cent. It was three years afterwards.
I admit that the statement is not a very
important one;- but at the same tiine we
should confine ourselves to facts, and
state them in such a way that they may
be accepted as acurate. Accuracy is
what we require. Inaccincy of state-
mnent in public matters is troubling the
mind of the country at the present time,
and to such an extent in sonic quarters as
to cause almost a revolutionary spirit;
simply because misstatements are made
in every direction. I have only to go as
far as this very rate book, and I say the
dlay will come when it will be proved the
statements made are inaccurate. People
from time to time, for their own benefit,
endeavour to show certain things are done,
which axe attributed to other people; and
really after all they can not be proved to
be as stated. One of the tendencies of
the age is to misrepresent, and that is
the tendency it seems to me of somne
members of this House. Wait until the
time comes, and then we will have an
opportnni.v of showing we are able to
substantiatle what we say. And in regard
to this subject of the Esperance railway,
which is a question that will no doubt be
discussed when the matter cones before
the House, I shall be able to express an
opinion on it, and the House will decide
upon the course which ought to be taken.
I do -not see what good can result from
the motion. I am not inclined to vote
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against it, for it is a motion with which
any right-thinking man must agree, the
principle being that the right of a port
shall be recognised. But in what direc-
tionP

MRt. HOPKINS: In explanation,
p)ermilt me to say that when figures are
produced, very often it all depends upon
the basis on which you start the structure.
If the member for the Williams had
made his calculations on the assumption
of running the line from Esperance to
Kalgoorlie via Lakeside, instead of from
Esperance to Coolgardie, he would have
found my figures correct, for that would
have shown 30 miles less to the Esperance
line and 30 more to the Fremantle-
Kalgoorlie line. It has been said that
figures do not lie, but the persons who
use them often do. Unfortunately, that
appears to be the case. In anything I
have said in regard to quoting figures, I
have alwayvs desired to be as fair as
possible, and T will give the hon. member
credit for having endeavoured to be fair
also, except perhaps that we have both
been enthusiastic on our own side; and
who is to blame us?'

MRs. F. CONNOR: In the absence of
the Fremantle members, I beg to move
the adjournment of the debate.

SEVERAL MEMBERs: No, no.
MR. F. 0. MONGER: I second the

motion for adjournment of the debate.
Motion put sand negatived.
MR. A. E. THOMAS (in reply as

mover): The member for the South-West
Mining District (Mr. Ewing) has shown
how parochial his ideas are, and the
marvellous consistency he possesses. He
wishes to deny to others what he is
anxious for the House to grant to him-
self. I would request the hon. member
to study the vested interests of Fremniitle,
and allow his coal to go to the goldfields
via Fremantle, and not bring forward a
motion asking the Government to con-
struct a new railway line from Collie to
the goldfields, which will rob Fremantle
of some of its trade and interfere with
vested interests.

MR. J. Ewi~a: Nonsense'1
MR. THOMAS: It is absolute nonsense,

but that is the principle which has been
affirmed by the member for the South-
West Mining District. I have heard no
arguments advanced, or rather I would
not deign to call them arguments, but

I think nothing has been adduced by
the member for the South-West Min-
ing District. The member for Albany
(Mr. Gardiner) has stated that we have
about a third of the continent of Aus-
tralia in this State, and that we are in
want of population. Only this morning
I was reading an illustrated paper from
Glasgow giving an -account of our West
Australian Court, and an interview with
the Hon. H. W. Venn, president of the
Royal Commission. Mr. Veun graphi-
cally described the interests of this State,
and told the people how much good they
could do to themselves by coming here.
He said that what we were in need of was
population. I would point out again that
the only way to get that population is to
open up every part of the State, and let
every part of the State have its fair
chance. The member for Subinco (Mr.
Daglish) says that he sees the cloven hoof
in this motion. I have never mentioned
the words " Esperance Bay " in the motion.
At the proper time I will bring forward a
motion affirming the necessity for the con-
struction of that great national work, a
railway from Esperance Bay to the gold-
fields, and I take it I will adduce more
facts and figures than the member for
the South-West Mining District (Mr. J.
Ewing) can swallow. I look forward
with the greatest pleasure to be able
to lay facts and figures before the
House which will induce that hon. mem-
ber to stand up in his place and say he
has very much pleasure in supporting the
measure. The member for the Murchison
(Mr. J. L. l'anson) has well said that as
regards Eaperance there are other matters
to be taken into consideration. That
I fully recognise. I am bringing for-
forward this motion pur-ely in order that
the House shall affirma the principle of
decentralisation as radically opposed to
the principle of centralisation, which has
so long existed in the State of West Aus-
tralia to the detriment not only of the
greatest portion of the State, but also I
take it to the detriment of the State's
capital and the State's main port, Fre-
mantle. When the time comes I will
adduce my facts and figures to support
the construction of a railway from Esper-
ance Bayto~oolgardie or such pointon the
goldfields as is decided upon; and if any
member thinks fit to vote for the presen~t
motion I am not going to say, "1You have
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practically committed yourself to vote for
a railway to be built from Espenince to
Coolgardie, to Lakeside, or anywhere else
considered necessary." It would be absurd
for me to say so. The object of the
motion is simply that we shall once and
for alt recognise this principle. The
member for the Williams (Hon. F. H.
Piesse) has raised some objection to this
motion. He says it does not mean any-
thing. It is simply a motion affirming a
principle. -It is an. abstract motion, and
must therefore be somewhat wvide in its
wording. When concrete motions have
to be brought forward by me, I will bring
them forward in such a way that the
member for the Williams (Hon. F. H.
Fiesse) will not be able to misunderstand
me. We have seen the feeling which
unfortunately for some time past has
existed in this State. I was hoping that
such feeling was gradually dying away.
We have seen some of the hostility
between portions of our goldfields and
the coasts; we have seen some of the
hostility between the Geraldton people
and the people here; and we have seen
the hostility also regarding other portions
of the State. I want to see that feeling
done away with, and this more than
anything else induced me to bring for-
ward this motion to-day. I want to see
all the people in this State working band-
in-band for the general good of the State
as a whole, and not merely any one
section of the community.

POINT OF ORDER.
MR. F. CONNOR: Can I, Mr. Speaker,

reply to some of the remarks of the hon.
member who has just sat down ?

THE SPEAKER: No; not now. Do you
want to make an explanation in any way?

MR. F. CONNORt: Just to reply.
THE SPEAKER: I do not think any

member of the House ought to get up to
debate a question after the member who
brings it forward has replied.

MR. F. CONNOR: My object in rising
is to rebut a statement.

MR. Horxirns: I rise to a point of
order. I think it devolves on the House
to support Mr. Speaker on an occasion of
this sort. If the member who has moved
the motion has replied to the arguments
adduced against him, it is not right that
another member should be allowed to
speak. I s'mport the Speaker.

MR. F. COiNOR: What I want to say
is to the effect that an old Sore has been
rubbed up by the hon. member.

MR. HOPKINS : Mr. Speaker, may I
ask for your ruling ?

THE SPEAKER: Our Standing Orders
make no allusion whatever to the closing
of a debate when the mover of the motion
has replied ; but, according to parlia-
mentary practi ce, it is not permitted, and
I notice that in the Standing Orders
which have been compiled by the
Commonwealth Government there is a
Standing Order absolutely prohibiting it.
I think myself that, although it has
occasionally taken place that members
have risen to speak after the mover of a
motion has replied, it should continue
no longer. [SEVERAL MEMBER&: Hear,
hear.] And although that is not in our
Standing Orders, we ought to be guided
by the usual parliamentary practice. If
members support me, I shall certainly
put that in practice here in future, and
shall not allow any member to get up
and speak after the member who has
moved the motion has replied.

MR. F. 0. MONGER: May we take it
that you rule such will be a precedent
after this debate is over ?

THE SPEAKER: Yes; that is what I
wish to carry out, with the support of
members.

MR. MONGER: I would like to mention
that On many previous occasions, or on
some previous occasions, when you have
been in the Chair, after the mover of a
motion has got uip and replied, other
members have been granted such privi-
lege as has been asked for by the hon.
member (Mr. F. Connor).

'THE SPEAKER: I mentioned that my-
self. It has been done in this House
heretofore.

MR. MONGER: If that precedent is in
vogue still, I desire to give the members
for Fremnantle an opportunity. I and
others wished to have this debate post-
poned until after dinner, in order that
those members might have an opportunity
of replying to the remarks that have been
made by the member for Geraldton (Mr.
Hutchin son).

THE SPEAKER: They are not here,
and they cannot reply to remarks which
have been made.

MR. MONGER: They will learn the
gist of those remarks.
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THE SPEAKER: On this occasion I Will
not interfere to prevent farther discussion;
buat I wish it to he -understood that in
future, as I think is the wish of the
House, I shall carry into effec;t the usual
parliamentary practice, and not allow
any member to get uip and discuss a
question after the member who has5 moved
the proposal has replied.

SEVERAL MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
MR. MONGER: I have no desire what-

ever
THE SPEAKER:- The lion. member bad

better not go on at present, because it is
time to leave off for the refreshment
hour. I will leave the Chair for an hour.

At 6-30, the SPEAKER left the Chair.

At 7-30, Chair resumed.

DEBlATE RESUMED.
Mn. F. CJONNOR (East Kimberley):

1 merely wish to say my object in trying
to prolong the debat was not to interfere
with the business of the House; but
suggestions had been made by certain
members somewhat against the interests
of a. certain port-we will call it Fre-
mantle. I am going to support the
mnotion; but I thought it would he only
fair that those mostly inte-rested in the
port should be here, as they did not
happen to be present at the time, I also
Wish to deprecate the action of the hon,
member who replied when he suggested
that thle feeling, which had existed between
the goldfields and the coast was still in
existence.

MR. THO MAS (mover): I rise to
make an explanation. I am sorry the
member for East Kiniherley (Mr. Connor)
has entirely misunderstood what I had
to say on that matter. I said that feel-
ing had been in existence unfortunately
in the past, and we wanted to see all
support a principle of this sort, and that
the whole of the people should go hand-
in-hand in the future for the benefit of
the whole State. 1 did not convey that
this feeling is in existence now.

Mn. CONNOR:- I am glad of that.
The hon. member evidently expressed
himaself badly. I accept the explanation
of the hon. member and the apoilogy.

Mn. THOMAS: No; the explanation.
There is no need of an apology.

Mn. CONNOR: I am at all times pre-
pared to bow to the decision of the
Speaker, which is always just. I am
always glad to take the Speaker's advice,
and I reTommiend it to hon. members. If
they follow the advice given they cannot
go wrong.

Mn, F, C. MONGER (York): I think
I had the floor of the House When we
adjourned.

THE: SPEAKER: I do not think the hon,
member had commenced to say anything.

POINT OF ORDER.

Mn. THOMAS: Being absolutely un-
acquainted with parliamkentary procedure,
I ask your ruling, Mr. Speakier, whether
if other hon. memybers now speak I have
the right of reply.

Mn. HOPKINS:- Certainly.
THE SPEAKER: Oh, no. The hon.

member cannot speak agalin.
Mn. THomAs: Then I have spoken

already in reply.
MR. HOPKINS: I understand, Mr.

Speaker, that in future the fact of a
member who moves at motion having
replied will debar other members from
speaking after him.

TWE SPEAKER: That was what I
intended to indicate to the House. I do
not think it would be right to put that
ruling into force to-night, as the pro-
cedure has been allowed in the past. I
intended to allow the same course to
continue to-night, but after to-night I
shall stop a member speaking after the
member who has moved a. motion has
replied.

AIR. CONNOR: If the mover of a
motion has started to reply, before hie
has finished his reply can any other
lion, member speak ? Several members
intended Speaking to this question, and
the member who had the motion in hand
probably waited some time, but those
who wished to speak did not consider he
waited long enough. They did not know
the procedure, but thought they had the
right to speak after the bon. member had
replied. I would like it to be clearly
understood whether in the case of a
mew ber replying on a debate, and an
hon. member wishing to speak, that
member can get up and speak before the
member finishes his reply.

Tntz SPEAKER: Certainly not. Does
the hon. memaber wish to ask Whether in
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the middle of it speech another bon.
member can get up and make a speech
whilst the other member is speaking?

MR. CoONNoR: As soon as any other
bon. member sees the mover of the
motion rising to reply.

THE SPEAKER: Yes; before he rises.
I think I generally look out for members
rising, and I do not think the member for
1)undas on this occasion rose too soon.

MR. CONNOR: That misunderstanding
has arisen amongst some members who
are new to the House. They thought
they had the right to speak after the hon.
member bad replied. I think it ought to
be made very clear, because lion. members
might be prohibited from speaking to a
question.

THE SPEAKER: If I see a member rise
to speak at the same time as the member
who wishes to reply, I shall stop the
member replying on the debate.

DEBATE RESUMED.

MR. MONGER: As the members
interested in Fremnantle are not here to
protect their own interests, and as I have
done what I could to give them an
opportunity to be present, I have nothing
to say on their behalf.

Question put and passed.

NOTION-ABORIGINES, TO ENQUIRE
INTO TREATMENT.

Debate resumed from 28th August,
on the motion proposed by' Dr. Hicks,
" That a Select Committee be appointed
to inquire into the treatment of the
aborigines of this State"; and on the
amendment to strike out the words
" Select Committee,' and insert "Royal
Commission"' in lieu.

MR. F. WALLACE (Mt. Magnet): It
is to be regretted that the necessity bas
arisen for such a motion as this, more
especially when we, and the people of this
State, k-now that it has been brought
about by exaggerated misrepresentation.
I am not here to-night as the special
pleader of the pastoralists of the northern
portion of the State, but I am here as one
who desires to show to the Federal
Parliament that we are willing to have,
that we court (as the Premier stated)
the fullest inquiry, and that we have no
fear of the result. It is very pleasing
indeed that this motion is introduced by
the member for Roebourne (Dr. Hicks),

who is qualified from his long experience
in the northern part of this State and as
a professional man to deal with this
subject. We have had many slurs thrown
out against us by members who are
present in the House this evening; and
they have asserted, with apparent know-
ledge of the acts of the pastoralists, that
cruelty has been meted out to the
aborigines. What would be considered
cruelty to a white person, I maintain,
cannot be considered cruelty to a black.
The same comparison might be made
between an aborigine and a white man
as between a horse and an ox. We do
not hear of any outcry against the
working of oxen in iron bows, whereas a
horse is worked in a padded collar. It
is the nature of the ox. to endure harsher
treatment than the horse. It has been
staled that I am taking this view because
I desire to get a, position on the board of
the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals. It is absurd, I say. I was
surprised at my friend, the ]nember
for Albany (Mr. Gardiner), expressing
himself in the manner he dlid, and the
members who are not acquainted with the
lion. member thoroughly might conclude
that he was speaking with a knowledge
which lie had gained by a residence
in the North-West portion of the State.
That lion, member stated that the
aborigines were cruelly treatcd by having
chains around their Dfecks. I will not
accuse the member for Albany of exag-
geration, but I will tell him he was
wrong when he dilated on the size
of the chain. And another member
who should know better, and who has
had a large experience in my own
country-Queensland-interjected "bid-
lock chains or trace chains." I saw
natives many years ago working in the
streets of Roebourne, and I took par-
ticular notice how they were chained. 1.
can assure the House that in those days
the chains that Were used were no larger
than a Ah-inch cable chain.

A MEMBER: A dog-chain.
MR. WALLACE: Knowing how able

these natives are to slip through their
chains, it is necessary that the chain
should be put around some part of their
body so that it becomes impossible for
them to get through it. The natives have
been chained to the barrows for the pur-
pose of keeping them at work, because
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the warders there in those days were not
sufficient in number to control the natives
in the custody of the police. I am
pleased to see that the member for
Roebourne, in introducing this motion,
has stated that in his professional
capacity he knows the customs of the
natives. The 'y desire freedom; they are
used to an open-air life, and the bon.
member has stated here emphatically
that it is far less inhumane to have the
natives working in the open air with chains
on, than to have them confined in prison.
He went ou farther to say that in his
capacity as a medical man he has wit-
nessed what he terms floggings of these
natives, and that in not more than five
per cent, of the cases has he seen a trace
of blood. He also gave the House a funl
and clear description of the lash used;
and with regard to even that, I not-ice
some members were desirous of exag-
gerating: they were not content with
taking the bon. member's word when he
said the lash was a cord which did not
have even one knot on it. Some, I think,
ridiculed the length of the handle. I say,
when a slur is cast upon us as it has been
cast by some of our federal representa-
tives, it is our duty to speak, and speak
truthfully; and T will ask hon. members
who are given to exaggerate-I do not
say they have a desire to be untruthful-
to remember that Little homily delivered
this afternoon by the leader of the
Opposition (Hon. F. H. Piesse), when
he was referring to the representations
made by the member for Boulder (Mr.
Hopkins). [MR. CoNNoR: Misrepresen-
tations.] He distinctly appealed to
members to be at least accurate., and
reminded them that statements made in
this House are not confined to the walls
of the House: they go abroad. And in
this case, where we have been accused
in the Federal Parliament of gross
cruelty to the aborigines, and it is found
that several hon. members here uphold
that charge, what is the result ? The
result is, the charge is proven. [MR.
GARDIN ER: Not exactly.] I do not
know whether the bon. member inter-
jecting has had any experience in the
North-West. I have not; butlI ave had
experience in Queensland. However, I
would ask him to give these pastoralists
a chance of redeeming their reputation.

AIR. GARDINER: Hear, hear. So I do.

MR. WALLACE: The Premier pointed
out he did not consider the forms of
contract, or of indenture, should be called
slavery. I contend that many hon. mem-
bers have not taken the trouble to see
what is the difference between the
indenture and the contract. While on
the indenture question, I would suggest
that hon. members look up the Aborigines

IAct, and they will see that in Part IV, it
is set forth that it shall be lawful for any
resident magistrate acting under the
instructions of the Aborigines Protection
Board to bind by indenture any half-caste
aboriginal child as an apprentice to any
master or mistress willing to receive such
aboriginal child in any suitable trade or
employment. While on that, I would
suggest that I believe it will be found
desirable to amend the Aborigines Act,
and also to make anmendmients of the
Wines and Spirit Sale Act, in the interests

iof the aborigines. I would suggest that
the age for indenturing be reduced from
2 1lyears to a more suitable age. I am
not here to say what is a suitable age,
but I have seen native boys working at
the age of 9 and 10. 1 contend there
should be a minimum age, and the
maximum should be not above 16. How-
ever, that will be for the Government to
say I am sure thle Premier will make a
mental note of such of my suggestions as
he believes will be of service to him in
drafting a measure for the better protection
of the aborigines. Then the contract
system is distinctly set forth in Part 11.
of the Act, under the heading of " Con-
tracts," which reads:

No contract with any aboriginal for any
svice or employment shall be of any force or

vaiity as against such aboriginal unless the
same be in writing, and the aboriginal be of
the age of 14 years and upwards at the times of
the making of such contract.

And Sub-section c. reads:
Nor unless it shall specify the nature of the

service or employment, and the period of the
service, which shall not exceed twelve months.

That is the difference between the inden-
ture and the contract. One means a term
of apprenticeship, and the other is an
ordinaryv contract of service between an
employer and an employee, whether the
latter be white or black. And the con-
tract clause distinctly sets forth that the
aborigine must be of the age of 14 before
he can enter into the contract. I think
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that a farther reason why some altera-I
tion might be made in the indenture pro-
visions. The member for Albany (Mr.
Gardiner) openly said he did not approve
of the indenture principle. I do not
know whether the hion. member has read
that part of the Act relating to indentures
and contracts, or whether he thoroughly
understauds the difference.

MR. GARIDINER: I should advise you
to be accurate.

Mn. WALLACE: With regard to
whether imprisonment is the best punish-
ment to make an impression on an
aborigine, from my experience a native
sent to prison in any part of the State, and
to Rottnest in particular, is educated and
finally turned out as an accomplished
villain. According to law, such natives
are supposed to be, and are, sent back to
their own territories. On their retun,
they associate with the haif-civilised
natives, and impart to them the educa-
tion received at Rottnest; and I do not
think anyone will deny that to be one of
the worst forms of education we can give
a native. No good can conic from the
imprisonment of aborigines. While on
that subject, the Premier pointed out
that the great question to be considered
is, first to hiumanise, then to civilise, and
then to christianise. On this subject the
member for Beverley (Mr. Harper) said:
,,It is hopeless to try to elevate them."
I should like to give the result of a short
conversation I had with a clerical gentle-
man, stationed in the north of this State
for the purpos e of civilising and christian-
ising the aborigines. I shall not give
his name; but that gentleman distinctly
told me that after some years of experience
there, he finds and believes it is impossible
to civilise the natives. fe says they
come up to their classes; they are edu-
cated and taught their prayers; they
rehearse their prayers thoroughly; and
then they will turn round and go back to
their old custom of cannibalism, and to
all their other tribal customs. And this
gentleman expressed the opinion that the
attempt to civilise and christianise the
natives in this State, and also the
aborigines of the Port Darwin territory,
was in vain. It had been, he said, dis-
tinctly proven to him that it was wasting
time to endeavour to civilise and chris-
tianise the natives.

31Ra. DOHERTY: We cannot christianise
some of the whites.

MR. WALLACE: What I have stated
is the opinion of a gentleman who has
lived amongst them, ad whose solo
mission was to raise the aborigine from
his original state to the state in which we
all should like to see him, so that we
could treat him in a manner which he
would appreciate. But it is no use at
present to let a native sit at table with a
white cloth and a knife and fork. Perhaps
that is what some hon. members would
like; but would the native appreciate
that so much as he would being allowed
to have a tin plate and to eat as lie
pleases? As an hon. member sa 'ys, it is
a question of civilisation; but I have
quoted the remarks made by one whose
sole aim was to civilise the natives, and
this gentleman, who has the best interests
of the aborigines at heart, distinctly
assured me that his task was hopeless.
The member for Beverley (Mr. Harper)
touched upon a point to which the pastor-
alists and other persons employing
natives would be pleased to see effect
given, that the natives should not be
allowed into the townships. And while
on that, I will give an instance of what
occurred the other day in my own town-
ship. A visiting justice happened to be
in Yalgoo when a native was arrested for
drunkenness. This magistrate committed
the native to Rottnest for three months.
That native had a bad reputation, and
the magistrate has taken upon himself to
finish the native's education. I asked
the police-and I may say I spoke to one
of the inspectors of aborigines (Mr.
Oliver), who was at the time in the town
-would it not be wiser if they would
give more time and attention to discover-
ing the source from which the natives got
their liquor, than to punishing them for
getting it. And in reply, my attention
was drawn to the fact that in our Wine
and Spirit Sale Act 1880 we have pro-
vision made for the non-supplying of
liquor to natives. In setetion 56 we find
it provided:-

If any person whosoever, licensed or n-
licensed, shall sell, supply, or give any
spirituous liquors or mixed liquor part whereof
is spirituous in any quantity whatsoever, or
fermented liquor or any mixed liquor part
whereof is fermented in any quantity whatso-
ever, to any aboriginal native of Western Aus-
tratlia for himself or for any other person-
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The section then sets forth the penalties.
It will be noticed it is distinctly stated
that this section relates to the prohibition
of the supply of liquor to aboriginal
natives of Western Australia only. But
the member for East Kimberley will bear
me out that in his district there are
numbers of natives from Fort Darwin
and from Queensland, and there are
some from Queensland in my district.
These natives know they are not pro-
hibited from getting liquor, and therefore
when purchasing liquor they say they
come from Queensland; and we find the
white people, understanding this point
raised by the Queensland aborigines, are
ever ready to grasp a shilling by supply-
ing the natives with liquor. It is through
that channel the aboriginal native of
this State gets his spirits. Then we find
the niggers rushed before the magistrates
and sent, at great expense to the State
and with serious injury to themselves, to
Rottrest Island. I hope the Premier
will remedy that defect, for I consider it
such, in the Wine and Spirit Sale Act of
1880, and make the provision in question
apply to all the aborigines of Australia.

MR. DOHERT: I do not think he can.
MR. WALLACE: I do not know

whether the Premier can or not, but I
am sure he will take notice of it. If it
is not right for us to legislate against the
aborigines of another State, I am sure
the Premier will see that useless legisla-
tion is not placed on the statute book.
The member for Mount Margaret (Mr.
Taylor) questioned the truth of the state-
ment made by the member for Roebourne
(Dr. Hicks) that black labour is more
expensive to the employer than white
labour. He went so far as to say that
if black labour were the more costly to
squatters, the natives would not be
employed. The hon. member said he
therefore did not think the statement
correct. I have talked the matter over
with pastoralists for years, and have come
to the conclusion-I may mention that I
have never posed either as a direct friend
or as an enemy of the pastoralist, and I
Say this Only in Common fairniess-that
the Government in every State of Arts-
tralia has foisted on the pastoralist an
undue share of the burden of supporting
the aborigines. The State has sold or
leased to the squatter certain territory to
which the aborigines have a claim; the

squatter cannot remove them from that
territory; and even if he does not volun-
tarily, feed them, they are nevertheless
fed at his expense. As a natural conse-
quence the squatter says, " If I have to
feed them in the ranges, I may as well
work them on the station "; and so he
gives to the most active of them employ-
ment. I can assure you, Mr. Speaker,
and no doubt you are well aware of
the fact, that to employ half a dozen
natives means feeding about 30. I felt
rather surprised at such statements as I
have indicated coming from the member
for Mount Margaret (Mr. Taylor), who
has had experience of the natives in
Queensland, where I must admit they
are largely employed amongst stock, and
for breaking horses and mustering cattle
and so on. I regret these statements
have come from the bon. member, because
they will get abroad, and will probably
lead - -

Mu. TAYLOR : You are apparently very
frightened of their getting abroad.

MR. WALLACE: They are misstate-
ments; to many bon. members they must
be known to be exaggerated misstate-
ments ; and they will get abroad and
lend support to the motion moved by one
of our representatives in the Federal
House for an inquiry into the treatment
of natives here. The old saying will be
quoted, " Where there is smoke there is
fire." I am glad the Premier has dis-
tinctly stated that he is desirous of
affording every facility for inquiry into
the alleged ill-treatment of the aborigines
of this State. The member for Kimberley
(Mr. P. Connor) rose the other evening
in his seat to speak on this question; and
rightly too, because he is a pastoralist;
though, from what I know of tint, I
believe that hie does not largely employ
aborigines. The pastoralists of this
State, however, are accused of the most
cruel treatment of the natives ;and
naturally the member for East Kimuberley
would be wroth when such statements
were made by hon. members on this
(Government) side of the House. That
hon. member, however, would have the
House believe that lie had at the point
of the bayonet, so to speak, to force
the Government to grant this inquiry.
I would not like it to go forth that
the hon. member had to proceed to
such extremes. If he was so anxious for
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this inquiry, why did he not introduce
the present motion? Bef ore the hon.
member spoke, the Premier distinctly in-
timated his desire to facilitate in every
way the refutation of the charges which
have been miade in the Federal Hlouse.

MnL. F. CoNNoR, -. £ demanded an.
inquiry in mny speech on the Address-in-
reply.

THE PREmiER: Wlw-h didn't you move
for one ?

MR. CONNOR: I demanded the inquiry.
THE PREMIER: Why didn't you move

it?
Mn. CONNOR: I was prepared to, but

the member for Roebourne-
MR. WALLACE: I an sorry to say

that a great deal of disappointment has
been occasioned by the action of members
of the Federal Parliament. The members
of this House have been adversely criti-
cised because of delay on their part in
giving service to the country; members
of this House have beena accused. of
wasting the time of the country on
frivololus matters. If we have erred in
that direction, we are not alone in our
error. For my part, I am. surprised to
find that the Federal Houses of Parlia-
ment have listened to the idle chatter of
members desirous of making themselves
famous, and that such a stir should have
been created by the raising of this question
in the Federal Parliament. While on
the Federal Houses, I may draw. attention
to another matter, also introduced I
think by the member who raised the
native question, whiich shows how the
time of the Federal House is being wasted.
The matter is a very simple one, relating
to the Post and Telegraph Department,
namely the appointment of a mnail receiver.
Everyone knows that a mail receiver's is
not a very important position.

TaE SPEAKER: That matter has no
connection with this motion. Surely
questions relating to the Postal Depart-
ment have nothing to do with aborigines.

MR. WALLACE: I was about to sup-
port my contention that the Federal
Houses are given information based on
not one tittle of truth. They are sup-
plied with the information, however ; and
therefore we cannot sheet the blame home
to them too closely. It would not be fair
to blame them severely. I trust that a
committee will be appointed; indeed, I
go farther and support the amendmnent in

favour of a Royal Commission. I trust,
however, that the Royal Commission to
be appointed wvill consist of gentlemen
with some knowledge of the habits and
customs of tile natives, and that its mnem-
hers will adopt the suggestion of the
Premier to go into the country where the
natives live, take evidence there, and see
for themselves. In this way the results
of their inquiries, if they return-the
Premier seemed to doubt whether they
would, but if they do return-the results
of their inquiries will be suich as to con-
vince the Federal Parliament that, the
allegations made by certain Federal mem-
bers are absolutely without foundation,
[Mn. CONNOR: Hear, hear.] I trust
that the Commission will not be one of
city people, but that it will consist of mien
who have already some knowledge of the
natives. It has beenmny experience that
men are mostly foisted into the position
of Royal Commissioners without possess-
ing any knowledge whatever of the sub-
ject with which they are called on to deal,
Therefore I ask that due consideration be
given to the selection of the gentlemen
who will form this Commission. If that
is done, the evidence which will be
adduced will, I feel sure, result in the
complete exoneration of the pastoralists
of this State. I would suggest to bon.
members that this House should thank the
member for Roebourue (Dr. flicksi) for
the way in which he has introduced the
motion, and that thanks also be tendered
him for giving his supervision when the
natives were undergoing the terrible
floggings which they had to endure
in Roebourne. I will go so far as to say
that if there were a little more flogging
and less imprisonment it would be far
better for the natives, because this educa.-
tional institution we have at Rottulest is
most successful in turning out the purest
and vilest black villains that can possibly
be produced. I support the amendment.

MRs. G. THROSSRTJT (Northamn): It
will be allowed that Parliament and the
community are indebted to the member
for Roebourne (Dr. Hicks) for introducing
this motion. As an old colonist of many
years' standing, I have not the slightest
doubt that if this question be threshed
out thoroughly it will be found that in
the main the aborigines of this State have
been treated humanely and faidly. It is
true there have been occasional acts of
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great barbarity; but it is equally true that
where cases have been brought to public
notice, severe punishment of the wrong.
doers has swiftly followed. I will not go
over the ground traversed by other
speakers. The vigorous defence of the
settlers by my friend the Premier pleased
me very much. It was as it should be. I
confess, however, that I could not follow
with any feeling of pleasure the description
given by the member for Roebourne (Dr.
Hicks) of the punishment of natives with
the lash. I could not grow enthusiastic
about it at all. For my part I strongly
deprecate the use of the lash for any
being, either white or black, in the
twentieth century. [SEVERAL MEmBERs:
Hear, hear.] It is not so far back
mn our own history that the same argu-
ments as those used by the member for
Roebourne were applied equally to men
of our own colour-that they must
be taught through their skins, in the
same way as it is now urged that the
untutored savage must be taught through
his skin. Let us remember that it is not
long since the same argument was applied
to the tutor. The time is not far back
when the British soldier and the British
sailor were lashed most brutally. We,
reading these things in history, wonder
how the humane legislators of the day
could have permitted the existence of
such a state of affairs. Even in public
schools the birch can no longer be used
at the sweet will of the teacher. There
are strict regulations even as to the use
of the birch. I am inclined to hope that
the day is not far distant when we shall
find a fitter punishment than the lash,
even for the blackfellow. The member
for Roebourne, in stating that he watched
thefioggin~rs, described them, and properly,
as most loathsome. He described the
lash as being an innocent affair of nine
lashes without knots. But it is a dis-
grace to our twentieth century ciili-
sation to allow even the untutored savage
to be tied up and lashed. It is areproach
to our civ'ilisation that such a state of
things should exist. There are other
phases of the question which have not
been brought out in the course of debate.
One of them is the connection of the
natives with the pearlers along our coast,
notably at Broome. I do not wish to
dwell at any great length on the question,
but I believe it will be found, with regard

to the connection of the native and the
IMalay up yonder, that the necessity for
close inspection will be emphasised when
we gather details of what is going on.
I believe it will be found that there is
great necessity, not for a select com-
mittee, but for a Royal Commission, to
visit the spot, so that members may see
for themselves the evils going on--evils
that are absolutely forced on the native.
There is yet another phase of the
question which has not been dwelt
on, but which I consider a reproach to
our civilisation, and that is our deal-
ings with half-casts. It is nouselmincing
matters about this. Throughout the
whole State these people are to be found,
and there is not a law on our statute book
which enables the white man or enables
our legislators to deal with a white man'~s
children born of a black mother as if they
were not aborigines. I have maintained
for many years, and maintain now, that it
is a reproach on the Legislature, a reproach
on the people, and a reproach on our
Churches, that a white man's children by a
black mother should be deliberately given
up to heathenism and savagery, while
great efforts are being made by the
Churches to christianise the black pure
and simple. I trust that the Bill in
connection with the treatment of the
aborigines, which is to be laid on the
table b 'y the Premier, will be found to
include provision for taking forcible
possession of half-cast children and
seeing that they are properly educated.
I may say it is accepted as a political
axiom to-day that the children are the
property of the State. We find the
white man's children are so regarded, and
if a parent be foolish enough to neglect
the education of his children, the law

Isteps in and sees that the children are
educated. It is cheaper to build a school
than to build a gaol when we have no

icriminals, yet ire find that no conven-
iences have been made, as I said before,
for half-cast children. I am not talking
of things we know nothing about. I
have not in my mind the people in the
far North-West, but people in the old
settled districts. Even in the present
day it is not unusual to find half-caste girls
going to black-fellows for an improper

Ipurpose, and yet in these dayvs we are
Isilent about the matter. We take the
white man's child and school it; let
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us take also the child of a white father
and black mother and put it iute an
institute. When I speak of institutions,
I have not the slightest desire to advocate
institutions governed at a great cost, but
we should have suitable institutions, In
Rimnberley we find children of such
parents scattered about and neglected.
What is to prevent us from legislating in
such a way that we shall be able to take
those children and have them put into
institutions and properly educated and
looked af ter, being in due timne placed
with humane settlers? We have theSwan
Orphanage: What is to prevent us froma
taking children there and placing them in
a Swan institution? A Roman Catholic
Bishop was noted for his good and wise
treatment of the natives in New Norcia,
and what is to prevent us from taking
children who are there and placing them
in a New Norcia institute? Presently we
shall have another institution down South
in connection with the Salvation Army,
and what is to prevent us from having an
institute for half-cast children there?
Hon. members laugh, but it is not a,
laughing matter -on the contrary, it is
very serious indee'd; and I say it is a dis-
grace to civ ilisation to allow this thing to
gc on. For many years girls have gone
to blackfellows to be kept by them for an
improper purpose, and I say now that we

.are dealing with the -whole qucstion,. it
should be part of the duty of this Royal
Commission to inquire into all. phases of
the subject, and to do justice fearlessly.
It is of no use to put a veil before our-
faces and imagine there are no such
things as T have referred to, for it is
known they exist. The chief loser is not
the black man or the white woman, but
the white man himself. I have said
enough on the question, but I hope a.
Royal Commission will be appointed, and
as the Premier (Hon. G. Leak-c) said the
other evening, the Royal Commission
should proceed to the various parts of the
State where information is desired, and
make such inquiry and give such publicity
to the whole question that instead of
being ashamed as members of Parliament
of what is said in the old world, we shall
stand clear of this charge of ill-treatment
of our blacks. Although most barbarous
outrages have been committed-and in
i solated spots we shall find. evils spriging
up-I say for the credit of the Govern-

ment and the people that punishment has
always followed eases that have been made
public. I am heartily in accord with the
view that the investigation should include
an inquiry into the doings and methods
of the Aborigines Board. I have the
authority of the principal of that board,
Mr. Priucep, for saying that he would
welcome such investigation, and I believe
great good will come from this Royal
Commission, if it is fearless and. indepen-
dent. With regard to the Aborigines
Board, I believe that if a well-paid
functionary were sent openly-not as a
spy-to the various stations he would he
welcomed, and that if it were known there
was a "ehiel takin' notes" and the
reports were fearlessly published in the
public Press, nothing but good would
result. However, that will be part of
the duty of the Royal Com mission. I have
great pleasure in supporting a Royal Com-
mission instead of a Select Committee.

Ma. W, J. BUTCHER (Gascovne): I
rise with a desire to have this debate
postponed until Tuesday next. I do so
because I understand there is a report in
the hands of the Printer from the Chief
Inspector of Natives; there is also an
exhaustive report from the Travelling
Inspector of Natives; and as there are
many members in this House who I
know are prepared to speak or wish to
speak on this subject. I desire that they
shall have all the information they pos-
sibly can get before they do so. I think
that by adjourning the debate until next
Tuesday or Wednesday, as may, be desired,
those members will be in the possession
of knowledge which they have not at the
present time, and may be able to handle
the subject more ably than will other-
wise be the case. That is one reason.
Another reason is that I have an amiend-
ment to propose, and I am not yet pre-
pared to bring this amendment forward,
because I do not know exactly in what
form to put it. For these two reasons
I desire to adjourn the debate until next
Wednesday, if the House will approve of
it. I therefore move that the debate be
adjourned until that day.

Question (adjournment) put, and a
division taken with the following result:-

Ayes ... .. 29
Noes . ... ... 8

Majority for ... .. 21
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AYES. Nos.
Mr. Butcher Mr.Daie
Mr. Connor 1r.Girnr
Mr. Doherty MrT. Hicks
Mr. Ewing Mr. Hopkins;
Mr. Gregor Mr. Reside
Mr. Hape Mr. Thomas
Mr. Bessel] Mr, Wilsou
Mr. Nestle Mr. Wallace (Teller).
Mr: Hayward
Air, Hutchinson
Air IMlntorth

Mr. James
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Kingomw
Mr. Leake
Wr Moorhead

Mr: Nanson
Mr. O'Connor
'Mr. Please
Mr. Pigott
Mr. tWipaD

Mr. sayer
Mr. Stone
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Throssell
Mr. Yelverton
Mr. Ilasou (Teller).

Motion thus passed, and the debate
adjourned accordingly.

MOTION-GOLD MINES, INSPECTION
BY SH&LREIIOLDERS.

Debate resumed from 29th August, on
the motion proposed by Mr. Monger,
"1That, in the opinion of this House, the
time has arrived when the Goldflelds Act
should be so amended as to allow bona
,fide shareholders the opportunity of
inspecting any mines at such times as
may be fixed by the management, at
least once a fortnight."

Mu. A.. R THOMAS (DLUndas): This
question of the inspection of mines by
bona fide shareholders is a nice one in
theory, and I mnay say I am in hearty
accord with the principle underlying the
motion of the member for York (Mr.
Monger), but I can see that although it
might he politic, it is not at thle present
stage expedient. Some members may
think that f am taking up rather ani
inconsistent attitude in opposing this
motion, because all the mnines which I
control in Western Australia, are not
only open to, the inspection of an 'y-
one who likes to come along, but
also at the end of every month the
full details of the production and
the value and the total cost are
published for public information. I would
like to see th is principle adopted through-
out Western Australia, and when the
time has arrived I should like to see
every mine in Western Australia forced
to publish, not only the details of its gold

output, but the details of the cost in
connection with the running of that mine.
In South Africa the whole of the mines
were controlled by the Chamber of Mines,
and every mine, at the end of each
mouth, published the details of its out-
put, the details of its cost, and showed
clearly, in Flack and white, either the
profit or the loss which had occurred. It
may be asked why should not the same
thing be done in Western Australia, and
I will try to explain that point for mnem-
hers. Although it may do good to a
certain class, in my opinion it would do
harm to the greater number of bona fidle
shareholders. If our mines were run on
the bed -rock principle of the mining in-
dustry, I say by all means let us have a
motion of this sort; but at the present
time, unfortunately, this is not the case.
We have at Kalgoorlie a number of
mines, and we have seen most regrettable
instances in which mines have been run
in Western Australia purely for share-
market purposes. Directors have erred
in this respect, regardless of the general
advancement of the mining industry, and
regardless of what is in the best
financial interests of their own mines.
They have directed their management to
carry out whst is termed amongst wining
men, "1picking the eyes out," to rig the
market for the time being. Whilst that
is, the case on the one hand, on the other
side in Kalgoorlie to-day we have an
enormous number of what are termed
"1spies." We have in every mine of any
importance in Western Australia a large
number of miners working purposely for
sharebrokers and in the paid interest of
people at homne to keep them infomed of
what is going on. And these men come
off every shift and report progress: they
report in a large numnber of instances to
suit the aims their principals have in view.
We have also in Kalgoorlie a large nuin-
her of men who are the paid representa-
tives of the brokers -pronounced "hbulls"
anud " bears" at home-who will send
information absolutely to order. I regret
to make such ai statement as that, but it
is an absolute fact. I nysell saw a cable
in relation to one mine, and that cable
was sent home-the bottom had1 prac-
tically fallen out of the inine-tha~t the
output would have to be reduced some-
where about four or five thousand ounces
a mnonth, when it was known for an
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absolute fact, and must have been known
by the person wvho was cabling to London
at the time, that he was sending a tissue
of falsehoods and lies-deliberately sent
in order to rig the market. The motion
aims at allowing only bona fide share-
holders to inspect the mines and go
underground. Unless they are able to
take samples, I will defyv anyone to go
into a mine and make a report on the
workings which are carried on there. A
shareholder might, in many instances, go
underground make an honest and fair
report that the mine was showing good
values; he might be able from inspection,
without sampling, to send a cable against
the mine; but if mining men were
allowed to go down a mine, provided they
represented shareholders, and have the
right of sampling the mine, then I would
say I am with the movement every time.
T repeat again it is utterly impossible for
anyone to go underground and look
through a mine in a, casual way, accom-
pan ied by the shift boss or anyone
appointed for the purpose, and, come up
any wiser than before he went down. I
should rat-her believe that he would be
more ignorant when he came up than
before he went down.

A MnxnnaR: Nonsense!
Mu.. THOMAS: A member interjects

Ifnonsense," but nevertheless I have seen
repeatedly my self men go down a mine
day after day, and form certain definite
conclusions regarding the mine; after-
wards those same men have bad an
opportunity of samplinig the mine, and
the conclusion they have come to after
the sampling has been totally different
from the conclusion arrived at after a.
casual inspection.

LABOUR MEMBeER:- Are the working
iners paid for these reports?

Mu%. THOMAS: I will deal with that
matter. The man who is underground
when a lode is struck brings up in many
instances bits of rock in his pocket
which he reckons are fair samples of
what the crosscut has gone through. I
have seen instances of cables being
sent saying a reef which was cut on the
crosscut is of no value, whereas after-
wards when the official statement has
come out, and the official assays have
been made, it was shown that the reef
was of value. I have seen statements
that a reef which has been cut on such

and such a crosscut, in such and such a,
mine, is of a, promisingly high value, and
when the official statement has come out
the general average has been a low one.
This has been done by bringing up
bite of stone, taking them to principals
in Kalgoorlie, and saying thait they are a
sam ple of the reef cut on the crosscut. I
want to say again that if this principle is
adopted, andif wehave some Act to comnpel
mines to be open for inspection by these
men, we shall have theft representatives
and their spies who will become share-
holders in these mines for the purpose of
being able to go into the mines when
they like. We have seen the "rigging "
which has been going on in regdrd to the
Kalgoorlie stocks, and which has gone on
nearly to the ruination of the mining
industry of this State: I have seen it for
years past, and if we do get down to the
bed-rock of working the mines for the
benefit of the mining industry and the
best advancement of the wines, I say by
all means let us throw the mines open
to thea fullest inspection. I think, in
conclusion, that it would be better
if a motion of this sort were delayed,
as I would like to repeat it is a
motion with which I am in perfect
accord. The mines I am running myself
are open to the inspection of anyone who
likes to come there: they can go through
the mines. I publish my costs and every
detail possible; but I do not think it
would be expedient to have a motion of
this5 sort passed in the House and have it
made compulsory that the mines shall
he open to full inspection. I have voiced
rev own sentiments in this matter, and
the Minister for Mines has just given me
a communication which he has received
from the Chamber of Mines of Western
Australia; and as the Minister is unable
to speak again on the motion, he bas
asked mne to read the letter:

The Chamber of Mines, Egan street,
Kalgoorlie, 3rd September 1901.

The Under Secretary for Mines, Perth.
Sia,-I thank you for your wire stating that

the debate on Mr. Monger's motion had been
adjourned until to-day. The subject matter
of the motion was discussed by the Parlia-
mentary Committee of this Chamber yesterday
afternoon, and I wired you as follows:
" Monger's resolution considered by Paria-
mentary Committee, who are bringing up
report strongly opposing same. Endeavour
secutre farther adjournment till Thursday,

Gold Mines.



772 Gold Mines.-[SE BYJ Sae/ie oIset

when report will reach Minister." The com-
mittee can only report to the executive
council which meets on Wednesday afternoon
next, and I shall not be able to forward you a
definite resolution until the council have
considered the report; at the same time, there
is no doubt that the council will oppose the
motion on the following grounds-

(i.) That aprovision of the nature suggested
would permit of gross abuse, and would most
probably be used for speculative purposes only.

(2.) That such a provision is wholly opposed
to the theory of the Companies Act, under
which the shareholders appoint the directors
as their representatives and trustees.

(3.) That such provision would involve aL
large expenditure in cost of mining.
That means having to detail men to show
visitors around.

(4. That such a provision would not confer
any benefit on the general body of share-
holders, but only on a few individuals not
having interests as shareholders, but as specu-
lators or paid representatives of shareholders.

I shall be glad if you will bring the above
under the notice of the Minister pending
farther communication from the Chamber, so
that be may be able to secure the farther
adjournment.

I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient
servant,

THee. AUAYA, General Secretary.
I ought to have looked at this letter
before, because then I would have moved
for a, farther adjournment of the debate.
But I trust that when I sit down some
member will do that, so as to allow us to
have the lfull opinion of the Chamber,
who are so vitally interested in this
matter. I would like to see in this
country someone appointed on behalf of
the Government -who would see fair-play,
a. man who would be able to inspect a
mine at any time when shareholders in
England want to have a reliable opinion
regarding certain mines or regarding
statements that have been made in reftr-
ence to certain mines. We would then
have an independent Government servant
able to supply them with an indepen-
dent report and give the truth of the
matter. I would like to see an officer of
that kind appointed and paid a big
salary, and that the most competent mian
we eon get for the purpose be obtained.
I do not wish hon. members for one
moment to uuisunderstanxl we in this
matter. Some members may think- I
am opposing this motion because I an
not in favour of having an open inspec-
tion and having mines run fair and
above-board, but what I said about the

way 1 am running my mines myself must
be a sufficient refutation of anything of
that sort. I say again that I do not
consider in connection with the Kalgoorlie
mines that at the present time a motion
of this sort will do good. I do not think
it expedient to have any alteration in our
Act to that effct.

Mn. J. MW. HOPKINS (Boulder) : I
rise to oppose the adjournment, because I
feel that whenever a debate in this House
is becoming interesting, somebody rises
to move that the debate do now stand
adjourned.

Twe CoLolunL TREASURER: There is
nmotion for adjournment.
Mu. HOPKINS: Well, there is a

recommendation, almost an appeal, from
the member for Dundas that we should
adjourn this deb-ate. I do not think it
fair that these debates should be deferred
from day to day. Members interested
make a, point of being here when a certain
motion appears on the Notice Paper, and

prbbyattend at some inconvenience to
teselves; and although we recognise it

is our duty to be here, still, it may very
of ten happen that it is not convenient to
attend at adjournment after adjourn-
ment. Speaking from my own experience
of inspecting mines on the " Golden
Mile," I must say I 'have never had a
refusal; but probably that requires to be
discounted to some extent, because the
opportunity of inspecting was given me,
not so much for my own sake as on
ofcount of the position I hold in the town

ofBoulder, inasmuch as I do not thinkI
ever made application to go down any of
the mines except for the purpose of show-
ing some distinguished visitor over them.

IWith regard to adjourning for the
purpose of hearing the opinions of the
Kalgoorlie Chamber of Mines, I should

Plike the House first to consider, are those
opinions the opinions of the country or
the opinions of London directors which
have been cabled, or are being cabled, to
the Chamber of Mines in KalgoorlieP

Mn. Tnom,&s: They are the opinions
I of mine managers and of the representa-
1tives of foreign companies.

MR.. HOPKINS: Those gentlemen are
jall very deeply interested in the industry.
The object of the motion is that bona fide
shareholders should have an opportunity
of inspecting their mines at such times as
may be fixed by the management. Surely
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that is a very reasonable request, that a
man should be able to inspect his own
particular property, at a time to be fixed
by the person 'i charge or who is manag-
ing it. It has been said the practice
would lead to spies going down a mine,
sending cables home, and altogether
damning the property. Now, does any
hon. member lay the flattering unction to
his soul that if he were to send a cable to
London to-morrow- and he is a little
above a spy-he could dam the Boulder
mineP And if he could not, it is not
logical to say such a thing could be done
by the class of men used as spies. Those
spies are only the result of the system of
management brought aboutby the London
directors. The local shareholders have no
opportunity of getting information until
it has been cabled home and has ifitered
through the bands of the Jews and other
speculators in that great centre. For this
reason I give my unqualified support to
the motion. I scorn to believe that
bona fide shareholders in a mine will
be thle means of causing consterna-
tion, or of doing anything to depreciate
the value of their property; and I do not
think such a class of people as spies
would exercise any influence upon the
markets of the old world.

MR. W. D. JOHNSON (Kalgoorlie):
I rise to support the motion on exactly
the same lines as those on which it was
opposed by the member for Dundas (Mr.
Thomas). That hon. member says spies
are in the employment of brokers, to
report as to the state of things under-
ground in a mine. I maintain that is
true: I know it from practical experience.
But I know, at the same time, it is only
just that the shareholders should have
the right to go down to see whether the
manager's reports are true or false. It
seems peculiar that miners are allowed to
work down below, to get all necessary
information, and to take it up to a
favoured broker, who thus receives all
particulars immediately, while the share-
holder gets them when it is a little too
late. On my last trip to Kalgoorlie, I
heard of such an experience. A certain
mine struck a lode; a report appeared in
the Kalgoorlie Miner that they had gone
into the lode 6 feet. On the previous
day, I had been told they had gone in 18
feet; so that will show why shareholders
should be allowed to go down a mine to

see for themselves. On that particular
occasion, I had read the report in the
Minear that they had struck this lode and
had gone in 6 feet. Had I been a share-
holder, and had the object of this motion
been attained, I should immediately have
gone to, the mine to see for myself, and
should have found that instead'of 6 feet
they had gone in 18 feet. Why was that
report spreadP Simply to give the
management, the miners working at that
particular level, and the brokers who
were practically buying information, a
chance to buy in that particular scrip and
to fleece the shareholders. To remedy
that is the object of the motion; on those
lines I support it; and I sincerely hope it
will be carried, so as to allow shareholders
in mning companies, especially on the
Kalgoorlie belt, to have a " fair deal.'

MR. J. EWING (South-West Mining
District): In a few words I shall support
the motion. If all mine managers or
persons controlling mines acted in the
same way as the member for Dundas (Mr.
Thomas) tells us he acts, there would be
no necessity for this motion. But I am
perfectly satisfied that is not the case.
To-night the hon. member read us a
letter from the Kalgoorlie Chamber of
Mines. That letter is in itself sufficient,
if there were nothing else, to induce rue to
vote for this motion. The member for
Boulder (Mr. Hopkins) has put it very
clearly, and 1 quite indorse what be said.
The letter states that if shareholders were
allowed to go down these mines, they
would use their knowledge for speculative
purposes. I want to know for what
purposes do the Chamber of Mines mem-
bers use their knowledgeP It is quite
time the local shareholders had every
facility for inspection; the mere fact of
the member for York (Mr. Monger)
bringing forward the motion must show
there is some reason for it; and from my
experience, I think the fullest information
should be in the possession of every
person who has invested in a mine.
Therefore I will give the motion my most
hearty support.

DR. J. S. HICKS (Roebourne):
consider the investing public owe a deep
debt of gratitude to the member for York
for bringing forward this motion ;but
in my opinion the motion does not go
quite far enough to protect the public
interests. Inasmnuch as the mining indus-
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try is the backbone of this country, I
think we should do everything possible
to see that it be carried out on the most
businesslike lines. I believe that in all
the large mines of this State proper
sample pians of the mines are kept. That
is to say, every foot driven and stink on
the lode is put down on the plan, and the
value of the foot in gold is definitely
stated. Now, to my mind, that informia-
tion would be very' valuable to the public.

MR. THOMAS : Every shareholder can
get it now.

A MEMBER: When it is six mouths old.
DRt. HICKS:; I was about to suggest

that this assay plan should be supplied
to the Mines Department every month,
so that shareholders should be kept prop-
erly advised of the development of their
mines.

MR. THOMAS: No mine manager would
set down values without proper checking.

DR. HICKS: I know there would
probably be considerable difficulty raised
as to putting down the correct values;
but as I go farther I think I can explain
that. Another most important matter
is the expenditure on mines. In all South
Afnican mines, a return is given each
month of all expenditure, both from
capital and from revenue. In this
country, the revenue expenditure is
stated; but not, as a rule, the capital
expenditure. I believe by capital expen-
diture is meant all money spent in doing
the developmental work of the mine,
together with the expenditure on erecting
plant. Now in a number of our mines in
this State we find the revenue expendi-
ture is worked out; somewhat on these
lines: so much per ton for mining, so
much for milling, and so much for
cyaniding, giving very often, on an
average, about 30s. per ton for treating;
whereas, if the capital expenditure were
added, as it should be, we should find
that treating costs ats much again as is
actually published. This is very mis-
leading. Moreover, the gold prodluced
from the mine should be stated in actual
bullion, and not in ounces; because we
know that at present thcre is a consider.
able difference between the valve of gold
from different mines, especially in Kal.
goorlie.

MR. TAYLOR: And all over the State.
DR. HICKS: All over the State.

Then, if we have both the capital and

revenue expenditure, together with the
office expenses in London, which are not
inconsiderable, also the expenses in the
State, and the value of gold expressed

apoimiately in bullion, I think share-
hleswill lbe able to arrive at a

very fair conclusion as to the revenue
value of their mine; for many mines
in this State which are at the present
time working at a loss, appear to the
public to be making a profit of several
thousands per mouth. Another feature
is the proposal of the member for Dundas
that a man of large mining experience
should be appointed to inspect the mines
at irregular intervals. I quite agree with
the hon. member's remarks regarding
that. I1 say, pay the man well, even if
we have to give him £5,000 a year. Let
him protect the public. He can go down
a mine and verify the assay plan to be
given to the public every month, as I
have suggested. It is not that be would
be able to sample a mine, because we
know it takes weeks to sample one of the
big mines in the Kalgoorlie district; but
tbe dread those interested in the mine

Iwould have that he might come down
and prove their plan to be wrong, would
act as a deterrent and make them " run
straight." I look upon that system as
being somewhat in the nature of an
ordinary inquest. Inquests are valuable,
not because they often detect crime, but
because they act as a strong deterrent to
crime. Fourthly, I would suggest that
the Act providing for the keeping of local
share registers, which was passed in this
State, should be actually enforced.

MR. TnoMAs: It is enforced now.
DR. RICKS: Itisnotactuallyenforced.

[SEVERAL MEMBERS: No.] I am given
to understand it is not enforced. From
what I am told, South Australia very
strongly objected to its being enforced in
this State. But it should be enforced,
for this reason. Shareholders having no
responsible representatives of the corn-
pany' here, do not know how the company
is being managed at home; and very
often the company is re-onstructed, and
the shareholders find themselves out of
the mine before they know where they
are. I think if these three or four
suggestions were carried out, the public
would have a fair run for their money.

THE OOLONIAL TREASURER
(Hon. F. Iliingworth) : I have listened
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with great attention to the suggestions of
the member for Roebourne (Dr. Hicks),
which will, T am sure, commend them-
selves to every member of this House.
There are, however, other considerations
which enter into this question-consider-
ations which perhaps at the present we
are not able to weigh. The conditions
of mining in this State are unfortunately
different from those which obtain in
the mining industry of Victoria,, Queens-
land, and New South Wales.

SEVERAL MEMBERS: Why?
MR. TA.YLOR: Because they are boomed

more here.
THE COLONIAL TREASURER:

Because the greater portion of our mines
unfortunately are held in London; and
whether we favour this state of things or
not, we must take into consideration
what effect any action of ours will have
amongst the largest holders of the stock
of our best mines. Of course, it may
appear questionableto some hon. members
whether we should give consideration to
that phase of the question; but I for my
part think it is neces-siry. In Victoria
very few mines are wholly or largely held
by London owners ; but there is one
present to my mind now-Whe Port
Phillip mine at Chines- which I know it
is not possible for anyone to go dawn;
although the general practice, without
legislative compulsion, of all companies
in Victoria is to give the fullest oppor-
tunity for shareholders going down a
mune. Borne of these companies are very
extensive, consisting of three, four, five,
and six hundred thousand sbares, and
even more.

A MEMBER : Six hundred thousand
shares, and even moreP

THE COLONIAL TREASURER:-
Consisting of many thousands of shares:-
that is sufficient for wy puruose. The
carrying of the motion in its present
form would involve legislation, meaning
just that any man with five shares --

A MEMBER:- Or one share.
THE COLONIAL TREASURER:

Can demand -
Ma. HOPKINS:- It is his own property.
THE COLONIAL TREASURER: To

he lowered by the engine-driver, and to
have some one placed at his disposal as a
guide through the mine. It comes to a,
question whether the machinery would
not be occupied most of the time in

taking shareholders up and down, rather
than in raising ore.

A MEMBER: Read the motion.
ANOTHER MEMBER:' Charge a fee.
ThE COLONIAL TREASURER:

These are considerations, of course. I
am simply arguing that the matter
requires consideration.

N. TAYLOR:- We have been consider-
ing it for a long time now.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER:- I
nam not objecting to the principle as a
principle: I am not discussing the
question of principle. Ilam only desirous
of pointing out that there are a, great
many, aspects in which the question
should be considered by the Government
before any legislative action is taken. It
occurs to me that the member for York
(Mr. Monger) would act more wisely if,
having raised this discussion and elicited
such an expression of opinion as has
been given in this House, he would leave
the question for the consideration of the
Government; because there are many
points which will have to be discussed
and considered before we can possibly
introduce any legislation to carry out
even the principle of this motion. I
think the hon. member, having raised
the discussion, would do well to with-
draw his motion and leave the Govern-
ment, to deal with the matter. Such
is my opinion; and if he sees with me in
that respect, of course lie will act as I
suggest; if not, of course he will noot do
so. At the present moment I can only
say that I amn in Sympathy with the
object which the hon. member has in
view; but there are a great many points
to be considered before we legislate for
companies which are not here.

A MEMBER: This is only a motion.
Tnaz COLONIAL TREASURER: The

companies may take a wrong view alto-
gether of our purpose, and thus a con-
siderable amount of injury may be done. -
We may reach our aim satisfactorily for
all purposes without raising, perhaps, an
unnecessary amount of opposition. I
rather fear that if the news of a motion
of this kind be cabled to London to-
morrow-

Ma. HoPKItqs: Oh, don't give us
London! We are always getting London.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: I
have not much sympathy with London;
hut we have our own interests to consider
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in connection with London, and it seems
to me that we should have a clearer

conc..eption of what we are going to do
before we pass a muotion at all. The
discussion of to-night and the former
evening has been most valuable, and will
be most helpful in the construction of the
necessary legislation. I consider that
the House will be acting more wisely and
will be on Safer round in leaving, farther
action for the mature consideration of the
Government. I would prefer to see the
hon. member withdraw the motion.

MR. F. C. MONGER (in reply as
mover):- It has always gi Lven me pleasure
to fall in with the wishes of any Govern-
ment which has been in power since I
have had the h onour of occupying' a seat in
this Chamber. I regret very mnuch, how-
ever, that the suggestion which has just
emanated from the Colonial Treasurer is
one with which I cannot fall in. [Ssvxnnii
MEMBERS: Hear, hear.] I should very
much like to conform to the wish of the
Colonial Treasurer, and perhaps the wish
of the Government, and perhaps the
wish of the London director, and per-
haps the wish of the great mining
investor. I consider that I have Sub-
mitted a fair and reasonable suggestion
to hon. members, and I hope they
will show their approval of it by
agreeing to the motion. From the line
of argument adopted by the Colonial
Treasurer, one would think that the
whole of the time of mining engineers
employed in connection with various great
mines had been spent in allowing people
to go up and down their respective mines,
provided they proved themselves bona
fide shareholders. All that my motion
asks is that a bonas fide Shareholder shall
be allowed to go down at least once a
fortnight, at such a time as may be fixed
by the management. This, I think, is a
very small request to make.

A MEMBER: Spend one day a. fort-
night visiting!

MR. MONGER:- The member for
Dundas (Mr. Thomas) was kind enough
to agree with my motion, but for some
extraordinary reason he thoughit that
from its adoption harm might result to
Somebody, or some person or persons.

Mn. T±HomAs: I said a body of bona
fide shareholders.

MR. MONGER: Who that body is;
is best known to the hion. member him-.

1self. I do not wish to make an attack on
ay particular mine, but it must be well

known to many members present, espe-
I cially to those gentlemen who represent
go)ldfields constituencies, that there IS a

Icertain mine which is called " The Man-
trap]' It is a mine where almost every
week there is some disaster. 1 venture
to say that if at bonasfide shareholder had
the opportunity of going down that mine
to form an opinion of its prospects, he
would rather remain and arrive at his
conclusions from surface indications.
I do not mention any mine by
name, as I do0 not wish to avail
myself of my position in this House
to speak for or against m&uv mine.
I shall allow mny observations to leave
their math where they may fitly fall. I
consider that my motion is couched in
the mildest possible language. 1 trust
that the Government, after the carrying
of this motion-I know it will he carried
to-night---will see their way at aL very
early 1*date to bring forward an amend-
ment to the present Goldfields Act, having
for its object the giving effect to the
motion. I beg to confirm the motion
standing in my name.

Question put and passed.

MOTION-PERTH COMMONAGE.
POSTPONEMENT,

Order read for resumption of debate.
Tan SPEAKER: As the papers have

been laid on the table )nly to-night, hion.
mnembers may wish to adjourn the dis-

icussion.
Mit. V. WILsoN: I have no wish to

adjourn the debate, unless the Premier
thinks it well that the matter Should be
postponed.

THE SPEAKER: The Premier cannot
speak on -this subject again. He has
already sp~oken.

Ma. WILSON: I quite understand that,
but his colleagunes may speak.

Tax COLONiAsL Tn9ASUnEsa: The

objectl of laying the papers on the table
tonght was that hon. members might

become thoroughly acquainted with the
real facts of the case. I think it would
be wise if the House adjourned the debate
still farther, because there are some very

cmlicated matters to be considered in
col"nection with the motion. some of
the statemlents which have been made, it

[&SBEMBLY.1 Perth Commonage.



Water Supply Scheme: [4 SEPTEMBER, 1901.] to Compulete. 777

will be found, are not borne out by the
papers which hon. members are asked to
investigate. With the consent of the
member for Perth (Mr. Wilson) I shall
move that the discussion be put off till
Tuesday next.

MR. WILSON: Very well.
Debate farther postponed until the next

Tuesday.

MOTION--COOLGARDIE WATER SUPPLY
SCHEME, To COMPLETE WORK
EXPEDITIOUSLY.

Debate resume d from the previous day,
on the motion by Mr. Hopkins, "That
that section of the Coolgardie Water
Supply Scheme between and including
reservoir and pumping stations No. 1 and
No. 3 be completed as expeditiously as
funds will p~ermit."

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. Kingsinill): I hope it will not be
necessary to have a farther adjournment.
'The principle of the motion is one with
which I am thoroughly in accord; but
some remarks fell from the mover and
from one or two other members which I
thought last evening might perhaps call
for a little comment on my par.; and it
was with the object of gaining informa.-
tion in order that I might reply to those
remarks that I secured the adjournment
of the debate. The member for Boulder,
when speaking on this motion, made
Several statements about the method of
inspection and the method of testing the
pipes used in this scheme.

MR. HopxiNs: I said it was reported.
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:

Quite so. The hon. member admitted
there were reports with regard to the
method of inspection and testing.

MR. J. M. HoPiKiNS: No, excuse me;
not inspection.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
think it is a mistake to allude to a private
conversation, and I am only referring to
remarks made in the Speech delivered in
the House by the bon. member. I think
these allegations or reports, if true, would
show lack of the necessary care in the
wise carrying out of such a huge under-
taking as this State is committed to in
the Coolgardie Water Scheme. I am
glad to say the inquiries I have made
show that the allegations of the " man in
the street "have practically no foundation.
In regard to the pipes, it would perhaps

be well if we were to take their history.
In the first Place, it was only after mature
consideration that the material, that is
the class of steel of which these pipes
should be wade, was decided on. That
steel is prepared in England under the
care ful supervision of our consulting
engineerte. I think most members
in th ouse understand the method of
making these pipes. Each pipe is mn-
dividually tested to a pressure of from
SS0lbs. to 400lbs. per square inch. In the
class of pipes which the contractors are
now manufacturing that strain represents
from three to five times the working
pressure which the pipes will be called
upon to withstand. The severeness of
the test may be gauged by the fact that
the least sign of what is technically known
as a " weep "-that is, not a jet of water
emerging from the pipe, but a, small
accumulation of drops on the outside-is
sufficient to condemn that pipe. I would
point out that in no instance has it
happened that the material has been at
fault. It has always been found that
these " weeps " occur at the joints, and
with a view of obviating the waste
of material it is allowed thht these
joints shall be re-closed, and if then
the pipe, after having undergone a
second trial, is found to be worth less, it
is finally condemned. With regard to the
material, in addition to the inspection
and the tests which are carried out in
England, -a cutting is taken from each
end of the pipe and sent to the locomotive
workshops in Fremantle to undergo a
species of test known in the engineering
profession, I believe, as the test of a pipe
to its ultimate strength, there being a
tension test, a tortion test, and compm-es-
sion test, and matters of that sort, which
I will not dwell upon, but which I can
assure the House are very thorough and
very technical. That practically disposes
of the tests of the individual pipes. Of
course these pipes have to be put together,
and I understand it is the jointing of the
pipes more especially the member for
East Kimberley (Mr. F. Connor) finds
the greatest source of danger. The
method which has been pursued up to
the present is that each biall-mile of
piping when laid down and jointed is
tested with the object of finding out to
what extent these joints are successful.

HON. F. H. PInsss: Is it a water test?
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Tan MINTSTER FOR WORKS: A
water test. I would point out to the
member for the Williams (lion. F. H.
Piesse) that a water test is all we can
have at present.

MR. F. ConNon: That is on the
level?

TaE MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
they are laid. They are tested in situ.

Mn. JACOB!: Under pressure?
THE MTNISTER FOR WORKS:

Under pressure.
Mn. JACOBY: How do they get the

pressure?
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Per-

haps the hon. member for the Swan (Mr.
Jacoby) has seen the manner in which
some boilers are tested by hydraulic
pressure, and the method used in this
respect is exactly the same I have the
assurance of th~e Engineer-in-Chief that
these tests have in every ease been satis-
factory. Of course, up to the present the
method which has been pursued, and
which I think a, wise method, is that the
portions of the pipe line which are the
highest parts of that pipe line, and there-
fore will have the least pressure to with-
stand, are being laid first, in order that
if there is any error in the jointing it may
be disclosed and rectified. in those parts
first. Now with regard to the expeditious
completion of the schemne which has been
asked for by the member for Boulder
(Mr. J. M. Hopkins):- here, of course,
another element enters, and that is the
supply of the pump. Without the pump
in position, of course the final tests can-
not possihky be made, but all tests that
can be made are being made as the work
progresses. I am informed by the
Engineer-in- Chief that the principal
engineers for the contractors of the
pumping machinery have assured him
they expect to have one group of pumps
erected and in working order in the No.
1 and No. 2 stations within five months
from this date. Then possibly it will be
practicable to solve the question of this
Coolgardie Water Schemne.

Mn. F. CoNzion: What is the distance
between No. 1 and No. 2 ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
are pretty close together.

MR. JACOBY: A mile and a half.
TnnE MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The,

group at station No. 3 will be ready and
erected within six months of this date,

and that takes the water on about
another 60 miles.

MR, Ronrii~s: Do they say when the
scheme will be finished ?

Tiff M INISTER FOR WORKS:. He
estimates the scheme will be finished in
about 13 or 14 months from to-day.
When these two sections are ready, and
the successful test has been made, as I
have said, the crux of the situation will
be at hand, because the greatest pressure
the pipes: of the oolgardie Water Scheme
will be called upon to withstand will be
in the section between No. 2 pumping
station and No. 3. I am informed there
will. be a. head there of 550 feet in the
bed of the river Avon, and I would point
out that these tests which are severe for
the minor class of pipes now being
manufactured will be still more severe
for the heavier pipes that will be manu-
factured as soon as the lighter ones are
finished, and which will be in the places
of the greatest strain in the pipe line.
Membhers are aware that the ordinary
pipes in the tCoolgardie water scheme are
formed of jlin. steel, but it is proposed
that in the places where the greatest
pressure occurs the thickness of the steel
and the strength of the locking bars and
the joint rings shall be correspondingly
increased.

Mn. P. COnNOR: The same class of
joint ringsP

Tun MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
same class of joint rings will be used.
I have made this explanation. in order
to set doubts at rest as much as possible,
or at least to communicate to hon.
members in -whose minds there may
be doubts about this question that the
matter is receiving full attention, that
all possible tests that can be made
with the appliances at our hand with the
scheme in its present stage of development
are being made as the scheme progresses,
and I can assure members I shall always
be glad to do the same; but I would like
them, in order to save the time of the
House as much as possible, to take the
assurance which is given practically by
me for the gentleman who is in charge of
the scheme, that all these tests are being
well and faithfully carried out, and will
be even more effectually carried out as
the scheme advances. I am very much
in accord with the motion moved by
the member for Boilder (Mr. 3. M.

to Complete.
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Hopkins), and as far as my efforts will
go these sections will be finished as
quickly as possible, because I am just as
anxious to see this thing tested and
brought to a successful issue as any
member of the House can possibly be.

Mut. F. WILSON (Perth):- I do not
think I could have supported the motion
as originally tabled by the member for
Boulder (Mr. Hopkins), because his
propositions went on to say that the work
should be suspended on the other por-
tions of this great scheme pending tbe
completion of Nos. 1 and 2 sections.
The country is committed to the scheme;
practically all the pipes have been con-
structed, and a large proportion of them
have been laid in position; the whole of
the contracts for the pumping stations
and machinery have been let and the
machinery is now in course of construc-
tion and erection; so that, had the original
motion been insisted upon it would have
delayed the completion of the scheme for
at least 12 months, to my mind. We are
all anxious to see a portion of the scheme
completed in order that proper tests may
be carried out. I want to say at once
that we have every confidence in the
explanation of the Minister for Works
and in the Engineer-in-Chief, and that
every care is being exercised in connec-
tion with the carrying out of the contracts
under the scheme. It goes without say-
ing, that the assertion of one member
that thousands of plates which were
defective and were condemned in one
shift were worked into pipes in another
shift, is absolutely -%ithout foundation.
In the first place thousands of plates are
not worked into pipes in one shift, and it
would have been impossible for an inspec-
tor not to have seen the defective plates,
if there were any being used. There is
nothing to be gained by such conduct,
and no inspector would jeopardise his
reputation and no engineer would risk
his reputation in a matter of that sort.
When we take into consideration that the
plates are properly inspected at the manu-
facturers' works-I do -not believe the
plates are being made in England, but
believe they are being made in Germany
or in America-yet at wherever place
they are manufactuired, there are inspec-
tors to see that proper tests are carried
out. Therefore, we need have no fear
that the plates are not properly tested

and inspected, and ais far as the
quality of the work is concerned, all
that is desired is dlone. If there are
engineernug mistakes, if it be found that
the design of the pipe or the joint ring
are defective, we shiall have to substitute
something else. But 1 think the explana-
tion the Minister has made, that an
increased strength of pipes is to be
manufactured for the lower levels and
anl increased strenizth of ring made, is
satisfactory. The Engineer-in- Chief has
taken great care, and lie is satisfied that
everything will be right. I hive opposed
the water scheme times out of number,
but not from an engineering point of

*view. I have always maintained that
wiater could be pumped from the Indian
Ocean across the continent of Australia
to the Pacific Ocean, if money were forth-
coming for such a work. The objec-
tion which I raised was on economical

*grounds, whether the country was justi-
fied in going to such an enormous expen-
diture and plunging the small number of
inh abitants of this State into an enormous
debt, for the purpose of providing water
which will principally be used by the
mine owners in extracting gold from the
ore. Those were the objetions broadly
which I took towards the scheme. As
far as the engineering question is con-
cerned, I feel confident that the Engineer-
in-Chief is far too expert in his profession

*to run the risk of wholesale failure of the
-descriptiou which some members think
we shall witness. I think the scheme

Iwill be a success. Of course there will
be difficulties, but those difficulties will be
overcome and the water will be pumped
to Coolgardie and Ktalgoorlie-but not at
the price stated by the late rremier. Sir
John Forrest. I certainly support the
motion as it now stands. It simply
imposes on the G overnument the necessity
for hurrying on with the completion. of
the first two sections, and there cannot
he any opposition to that. I hope those
sections will be eonupleted within the
time mentioned by the Minister for
Works: and if the pumps are completed
within six months, we shall see what is
the result, and then we shall be in a
position to remedy any defects that may

Iappear.
MR. J. M. HOPKINS (in reply): I

have received the intimation from the
Minister for Works to-night with con-
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siderable satisfaction, and there can be no
doubt that other members of the House
have also done so. T am sore that it will
afford the people of the goldfields satis-
faction; they will look forward with
pleasure to reading the statement which
the Minister for Works made to-night, in
the goldfields Press to-morrow. There
cannot be the slightest doubt that riumours
which have been afloat have caused people
to view this question with somns degree of
doubt. But I take it if this debate has
done nothing more, it has at least been
the means of ventilating matters which
are in doz~ht whilst the scheme is being
carried out. In addition, I have the
satisfaction of 'knowing that the crucial
test in connection with the scheme will be
made within six months from now, when
the pumping stations and the pipes are
completed between the reservoir and the
pumping stations known as Nos. I and 3,
and that 14 months hence the Coolgardie
Water Scheme will have done portion of
its work; that is; to say, that water will
be pumped from the reservoir, I under-
stand, to somewhere near Coolgardie. It,
however, appears manifest to members
that the sooner the reticulation is; provided
-for which will be required, I believe, a
million and a half of money-the better
it will be for all concerned. It is no uase
having water landed somewhere near
Coolgardie in the storage reservoir, when
there is no reticulation scheme, and I
thihk the reticulation should be com-
pleted as expeditiously as possible. I
was taken to task by the member for
South Fremantle (Mir. A. J. Diamond),
who I regret is not in his place to-night,
for having tabled a motion of this sort,
as he said it was a vote of no confidence
in the Engineer- in-Chief. I have met Mr.
O'Connor on one or two occasions, and I
am not going to express my opinion on
that gentleman's abilities. I believe him
to be an engineer of very great standing,
and for that reason I know nothing why
I should criticise the actions of Mr.
O'Connor at all, nor have I endeavoured
to do so. It has been said by the
member for East Kimberley (Mr. F.
Connor) that we should erect a, monument
to perpetuate the name of this great
engineer. May I say that if this scheme
is co 'mpleted, Mr. O'Connor will him-
self erect a monument to perpetuate
the memory of the engineer who has

carried this work to at successful issue.
If the scheme be completed within rea-
sonable time there will be some justifica-
tion for the enormous expenditure falling
oin the country. I may be excused for
calling attention to the fact that £75,000
has to be taken from the revenue this
year for the purpose of paying the
interest and sinking fund, and that nest
year, I believe, according to the statement
of the Colonial Treasurer-, we shall have
to provide from the revenue £2175,000 to
provide interest and sinking fund. All
this money has to be paid away before
the scheme is completed and before we
are receiving any return. I think we
might even pay an increased rate for the
mioney for carrying out the scheme.
Even if we paid 6 per cent. for the
money, so Ia to get some return for the
scheme at once, it would be better than
paying 4 per cent, for the money and not
have the work completed ror two yeairs.
I hope that every reasonable effort will be
made to bring about a reticulation scheme
as speedily as possible after the water
has been pumaped to Coolgardie. I need
not speak at greater length. I think the
motion will commend itself to almost
every member of the House.

Question (omitting words as to testing)
put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

THE PREMIER: It had been sug-
gested that as there was not much busi-
ness before the House for to-morrow, we
should adjourn until Tuesday.

HON. F. H. PIESSE: There were
some notices which he wished to place on
the Notice Paper to-morrow, so that he
could deal, with them next week. If the
notices could be placed to-night on the
Notice Paper by leave of the House so
that they could he dealt with on Tuesday
next, the objection would be overcome.

THE Sx'EAn: Notices must be given
openly.

ITHE PREmIiER: Could they he given
now P

THE, SPEAKER: - Notices must be given
before business was proceeded with.

Titn P REMIR: To test the question,
hie would move " That the House at its
rising do adjourn till Tuesday next."

flow. F. H. Pss: It would be a.
long time till Tuesday.

Adiburnment.



Question, etc. [10 SEPTEMBER, 1901.] Judges' Appointment. 781

TEE PREMIER: If there was no
work for Thursday, he could not be
blamed.

Motion put and passed.
The House adjourned accordingly at

9-40 o'clock, until the next Tuesday.

iLegislhatibe Ci rl
Tuesday, 10th Septemer, 1901.

Paes presntd-uestion; Surveys (contour), Perth
and 21en= Te- Motion (urgency) : Judg ead

Appointmtents (withdrawn) - Question: males
Spr'eadng Qnanrntine-Question: Excise Officer
for odfeids- netion: Fourth Judge, Appoint.
mont-Mrotion, niversity, to Establish (adjorned)

Lad il(rvte), fis rnd"IgSs~gOdr(Joint), C omte'n eotR asAtA ed.. nt Bill, soen readling-o to Aedmn_._i, soe redn poto-a n AcDed
men Bil keon reaing (rnedAjun

THE PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4830 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1,

By-laws of the Municipality of East
Fremantle; 2, Museum and Art Gallery,
annual Report; 3, Commissioner of Police,
annual Report; 4, Geological Survey,

Prgrs Reort forl1900; 5, Mail Service
for South Coast, papers as ordered.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION - SURVEYS (CONTOUR),
PERTH AND FREMANTLE.

HON. M. L. MOSS, without notice,
asked the Minister for Thuds: Whether
the papers mentioned in resolution passed
on 18th July had yet been laid on the
table.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Government were endeavouring to obtain
from the Perth Council the information
asked for.

How. M. L. Moss: But what of the
papers ?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
delay in their production was regrettable,
and immediate steps would be taken to
lay them on the table.

MOTION (VRGENY)-JIUDGES AND
APPOINTMENTS.

How. T. P. 0. *BRIMAGE (South) : I
move the adjournment of the House in
order to call attention to the manner in
which the Government have treated Mr.
Acting JusticePennefather. I understanld
he was appointed during the absence from
the State of the Chief Justice; and the
letterwhich notified Mr. Pennefatherof his
appointment as an acting Judge promised
that, in the event of the resignation of
the Chief Justice, Mr. Pennefather should
be appointed a, Puisne Judge. I think it
is known to most hon. members that Mr.
Acting Justice Pennefather is an old
political opp)onent of the Premier (Hon.
G. Leake); but surely that letter from
the late Government, stating that they
would give Mr. Pennefather a judgeship in
the event of the Chief Justice resigning, is
sufficient to show that this gentleman is
entitled to the appointment. Constitu-
tionally, I understand he is entitled to it.
I believe acting Judges have often been
appointed in the other States; and in
the event of the resignation of the
Chief Justice or any of the other Judges,
the acting Judge is permanently raised
to the Bench. In the case of Mr.
Pennefather, I can say lie is a worthy
occupant of the Bench; I believe he has
been congratulated by most of the mem-
bers of the bar on the manner in which
he has officiated as a Judge of the
Suipreme Court; and as for anyone who
should attempt to malign Mr. Peunefather
by saying he is not a fit and proper person
to occupy that Bench, I need but state,
for the information of hon. members, that
Mr. Pennefather has every right to the
appointment, as a gentleman of very high
Standing both in this and in the Eastern
States. He muatriculated at Melbourne

IUniversity' in 1870; and in 1874 he
obtained the degrees of B.A. and B.L.
He was then engaged in the Crown
Solicitor'si Department in Melbourne for
five years, and instructed the Crown
Prosecutor on circuit. Farther, in 1875
he was admitted as a banrister to the Vic-


